
Lesson 076

Jonathan’s Fight And Saul’s Oath

1 Samuel 14:1-46



MEMORY VERSE
1 SAMUEL 14:6
“For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by
few.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
The enclosed “sword and shield” template, several sheets of
construction paper (various colors), paper plates, glue, scissors and
markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

The Whispering Game
We will be learning today how important it is to trust the Lord for
anything.  In order to do that we have to listen to what He tells us
to do.  Have the children sit in a large circle in the middle of the
floor.  Choose a child to be first.  Whisper into their ear the
following statement, “With God anything is possible.”  Have the
children each whisper the message to the child next to them until
it goes completely around the circle.

Have the last child say out loud what they heard.  Congratulate
them if they have the message correct.  Let them know what a great
army of the Lord they make.

If they don’t get it, explain how important it is to listen to the Lord
to determine what it is that He wants for us to do.



LESSON TIME!
In today’s lesson, we will see the strong faith of Jonathan, King
Saul’s son, and one of the greatest battle victories in the entire
Bible.  At the same time, we will see the foolishness of King Saul and
his unreliability in ruling as king.  What we will learn from
Jonathan’s faith is that with God anything is possible.

1 S AM UEL 14:1-5
N ow  i t  hap p ened  one  day  that  J onathan  the  son  o f
S au l  s aid  t o  the  you ng m an  w ho  bore  h i s  arm or ,
"Com e,  l e t  u s  go  ov er  t o  the  Ph i l i s t ines '  garr i son  that
i s  on  the  o ther  s ide ."  Bu t  he  d id  not  t e l l  h i s  f ather .

And  S au l  w as  s i t t ing in  the  ou t sk i r t s  o f  G ibeah  u nder
a p om egranate  t ree  w h i c h  i s  in  M igron .  The  p eop le
w ho  w ere  w i th  h im  w ere  abou t  s i x  hu ndred  m en .

Ah i j ah  the  son  o f  Ah i tu b,  I c habod 's  bro ther ,  the  son
of  Ph inehas ,  the  son  o f  El i ,  t he  Lord 's  p r i es t  in
S h i l oh ,  w as  w ear ing an  ep hod .  Bu t  the  p eop le  d id  not
know  that  J onathan  had  gone .

Betw een  the  p as ses ,  by  w h i c h  J onathan  sou gh t  t o  go
ov er  t o  the  Ph i l i s t ines '  garr i son ,  there  w as  a sharp
roc k  on  one  s ide  and  a sharp  roc k  on  the  o ther  s ide .
And  the  nam e o f  one  w as  Boz ez ,  and  the  nam e o f  the
other  S eneh .

The  f ron t  o f  one  f ac ed  nor thw ard  op p os i t e
M ic hm ash ,  and  the  o ther  sou thw ard  op p os i t e  G ibeah .

Jonathan had a strong faith and confidence in God.  He knew that
God could give the victory in battle even with just a few men.   So
Jonathan resolved to attack the outpost of the Philistines at the



pass of Michmash, with just his armor-bearer and the Lord.  With
God anything is possible.

We see here that Jonathan did not tell his father what he was
planning to do.  Saul may not have approved of Jonathan’s bold
decision.  We then find out where Saul was: he pitched his tent
under a tree, and had 600 men with him. So Jonathan sets out on
this adventure of faith, just him, his Lord and his armor-bearer.

1 S AM UEL 14:6-15
Then  J onathan  said  t o  the  you ng m an  w ho  bore  h i s
arm or ,  "Com e,  l e t  u s  go  ov er  t o  the  garr i son  o f  these
u nc i rc u m c i sed ;  i t  m ay  be  that  the  LORD  w i l l  w ork  f or
u s .  For  noth ing res t rain s  the  LORD  f rom  sav ing by
m any or  by  f ew ."

S o  h i s  arm orbearer  s aid  t o  h im , "D o  al l  t hat  i s  i n
you r  hear t .  Go  then ;  here  I  am  w i th  you ,  ac c ord ing t o
you r  hear t ."

Then  J onathan  said ,  "Very  w e l l ,  l e t  u s  c ros s  ov er  t o
these  m en ,  and  w e  w i l l  show  ou rse l v es  t o  them .

" I f  they  say  thu s  t o  u s ,  'Wai t  u n t i l  w e  c om e to  you , '
then  w e  w i l l  s t and  s t i l l  i n  ou r  p l ac e  and  not  go  u p  t o
them .

"Bu t  i f  they  say  thu s ,  'Com e u p  to  u s , '  t hen  w e  w i l l
go  u p .  For  the  LORD  has  de l i v ered  them  in to  ou r
hand ,  and  th i s  w i l l  be  a s i gn  t o  u s ."

S o  both  o f  them  show ed  them se lv es  t o  the  garr i son
of  the  Ph i l i s t ines .  And  the  Ph i l i s t ines  s aid ,  "Look ,  the
Hebrew s  are  c om ing ou t  o f  the  ho l es  w here  they  hav e
h idden ."



Then  the  m en  o f  the  garr i son  c al l ed  t o  J onathan  and
h i s  arm orbearer ,  and  said ,  "Com e u p  to  u s ,  and  w e
w i l l  show  you  som eth ing."  J onathan  said  t o  h i s
arm orbearer ,  "Com e u p  af t er  m e ,  f or  the  LORD  has
de l i v ered  them  in to  the  hand  o f  I s rae l ."

And  J onathan  c l im bed  u p  on  h i s  hands  and  knees
w i th  h i s  arm orbearer  af t er  h im ; and  they  f e l l  be f ore
J onathan .  And  as  he  c am e af t er  h im , h i s  arm orbearer
k i l l ed  them .

That  f i r s t  s l au gh ter  w h i c h  J onathan  and  h i s
arm orbearer  m ade w as  abou t  tw en ty  m en  w i th in
abou t  hal f  an  ac re  o f  l and .

And  there  w as  t rem bl ing in  the  c am p , in  the  f i e ld ,
and  am ong al l  t he  p eop le .  The  garr i son  and  the
raiders  al so  t rem bled ;  and  the  ear th  qu aked ,  so  that
i t  w as  a v ery  great  t rem bl ing.

Now Jonathan speaks to the young armor-bearer, “come, and let us
go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that
the Lord will work for us: for there is no restraint to the Lord to
save by many or by few.”  What a declaration of faith Jonathan has
just made.  We see that Jonathan had a very real relationship with
the Lord.  It was as if he had “fire in his bones.”  He knew that Israel
was the chosen nation of God, and had in their relationship with
Jehovah an omnipotent (all powerful) God.  He also knew that God
would not refuse to help His people in their time of conflict, if they
would just trust in Him.  With God anything is possible.

It’s interesting to note Jonathan’s description of the Philistines,
these “uncircumcised.”  In 1 Samuel 17:26 we see a young David
uses the same words to describe the enemy.   It was almost as if he
was saying, “Who do they think they are coming against God’s



people?”  We also have an enemy and we can have the same
boldness when we trust in God to defend us against his attacks.

Jonathan’s armor-bearer was ready to follow Jonathan wherever he
went.  He must have had a trust in the Lord and in Jonathan’s
leadership ability.  How important it is for us to have support like
that in our own lives and to be that kind of support for those
around us.  

Jonathan then tells him that they would look for a sign to see if the
Lord would bless his attack.  He said if the Philistines said, “Wait till
we come,” they would not go up to them; but if they said, “Come
up to us” it would be a sign that the Philistines were afraid and
didn’t have the courage to leave their position and attack the
Hebrews.  It was not tempting God for Jonathan to look for this sign
to determine the success of his venture, for he did it for the
kingdom of God and not for his own personal gain.  He was seeking
God’s wisdom on whether he should do this or not.

When Jonathan and his armor-bearer finally showed themselves to
the Philistines, they said, “Come up to us, and we will show you
something.”  That was all Jonathan needed to hear.  The Philistines
were making fun of them, even though they didn’t seem to have
the courage to meet them and fight them.  Jonathan received his
desired sign and knew that the Lord had given the Philistines into
his hands.  

Jonathan wasn’t just open to God working, he had the confident
faith that God would work!  He then “climbed up the rock on his
hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him; and the Philistines
fell before him, they were smitten down by him, and his armor-
bearer was slaying behind him.”  The first blow of Jonathan and his
armor-bearer struck killed about 20 men.  

When the Philistines saw this, there was trembling among them.
There was no visible cause for fear because there were so many of



the Philistines.  They were bold and had the advantage over the two
Israelites.  But despite their strength, they trembled greatly.
Matthew Henry said, “It is called a trembling, which they could not
resist nor reason themselves clear of but that it was supernatural
and come immediately from the hand of God.  He that made the
heart knows how to make it tremble.”  Then to add to the
Philistines’ confusion, the earth quaked, perhaps made them
wonder if the very ground they stood upon would swallow them
up.  With God anything is possible.

1 S AM UEL 14:16-23
N ow  the  w at c hm en  o f  S au l  in  G ibeah  o f  Ben j am in
looked ,  and  there  w as  the  m u l t i tu de ,  m el t ing aw ay ;
and  they  w en t  here  and  there .

Then  S au l  s aid  t o  the  p eop le  w ho  w ere  w i th  h im ,
"N ow  c al l  the  ro l l  and  see  w ho  has  gone  f rom  u s ."
And  w hen  they  had  c al l ed  the  ro l l ,  su rp r i s ingly ,
J onathan  and  h i s  arm orbearer  w ere  not  there .

And  S au l  s aid  t o  Ah i j ah ,  "Br ing the  ark  o f  God  here"
(f or  at  that  t im e the  ark  o f  God  w as  w i th  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ) .

N ow  i t  hap p ened ,  w h i l e  S au l  t al ked  t o  the  p r i es t ,
that  the  no i s e  w h i c h  w as  in  the  c am p  o f  the
Ph i l i s t ines  c on t inu ed  to  inc rease ;  so  S au l  s aid  t o  the
p r i es t ,  "Wi thdraw  you r  hand ."

Then  S au l  and  al l  t he  p eop le  w ho  w ere  w i th  h im
assem bled ,  and  they  w en t  t o  the  bat t l e ;  and  indeed
ev ery  m an 's  sw ord  w as  again s t  h i s  ne i ghbor ,  and
there  w as  v ery  great  c on f u s ion .

M oreov er  the  Hebrew s  w ho  w ere  w i th  the  Ph i l i s t ines
bef ore  that  t im e ,  w ho  w en t  u p  w i th  them  in to  the



c am p  f rom  the  su rrou nd ing c ou nt ry ,  they  al so  j o ined
the  I s rae l i t es  w ho  w ere  w i th  S au l  and  J onathan .

L ikew i se  al l  t he  m en  o f  I s rae l  w ho  had  h idden  in  the
m ou ntain s  o f  Ep hraim , w hen  they  heard  that  the
Ph i l i s t ines  f l ed ,  they  al so  f o l l ow ed  hard  af t er  them
in  the  bat t l e .

S o  the  LORD  sav ed  I s rae l  that  day ,  and  the  bat t l e
sh i f t ed  t o  Beth  Av en .

Jonathan’s heroism had shocked and frightened the Philistines.
The spies of Saul at Gibeah saw how the “multitude in the camp of
the Philistines melted away and was completely beat.”  Saul
thought that this must have come about because of something the
Israelites did so he commanded the people to find out who had
undertaken this bold and independent action.  

Saul then decides to consult God through the priest Ahijah as to
what he should do; whether he should go out with his army against
the Philistines or not.  But while he was talking with the priest, the
commotion in the camp of the Philistines became greater and
greater, so much so that he stopped the priest from seeking the
Lord for direction.  He went out on his own, so easily distracted
from seeking God.  Here Saul had the responsibility to lead God’s
people in battle, but he couldn’t take the time to seek God.  

It is interesting to note that in verse 18 we are told that Saul said to
Ahijah, “Bring here the ark of God.”  Saul went into battle without
the ark of God with him.  As the confusion grew in the Philistine
camp, Saul and the people who were with him came to the battle
and saw the confusion.  God had caused the enemy to turn on
themselves and flee.  The Israelites followed hard after them in the
battle.  Verse 23 tells us a precious truth of our loving God, “So the
Lord saved Israel that day.”  It is the Lord God who saves us all in
every battle we fight if we let Him.  God gave them the victory by



using Jonathan and his armor-bearer, but without Him, they (and
we) could do nothing.  With God anything is possible.

I Wanna Be an Armor-bearer
Demonstrate for the children a simple game of “shadow.”  Have a
child stand behind you.  Tell them that your shadow follows you
and does the same thing that you do.  Begin to do actions and have
your “shadow” follow exactly your every move.  You can give
commands as you go if you like, such as: move right foot, move left
foot, side right, side left and have them follow as you move.

Next, have the children pair up and play their own game of
“shadow.”

Explain to the children that it was important for Jonathan’s armor-
bearer to follow Jonathan and serve him.  He was willing to do
whatever Jonathan was because he saw the faith that Jonathan had
in God.  We need to help and serve others who are serving the Lord.

1 S AM UEL 14:24-36
And  the  m en  o f  I s rae l  w ere  d i s t res sed  that  day ,  f or
S au l  had  p l ac ed  the  p eop le  u nder  oath ,  s ay ing,
"Cu rsed  i s  the  m an  w ho  eat s  any  f ood  u n t i l  ev en ing,
bef ore  I  hav e  t aken  v engeanc e  on  m y enem ies ."  S o
none o f  the  p eop le  t as t ed  f ood .

N ow  al l  the  p eop le  o f  the  l and  c am e to  a f ores t ;  and
there  w as  honey  on  the  grou nd .

And  w hen  the  p eop le  had  c om e in to  the  w oods ,  there
w as  the  honey ,  d r ip p ing;  bu t  no  one  p u t  h i s  hand  to
h i s  m ou th ,  f or  the  p eop le  f eared  the  oath .

Bu t  J onathan  had  not  heard  h i s  f ather  c harge  the
p eop le  w i th  the  oath ;  theref ore  he  s t re t c hed  ou t  the



end  o f  the  rod  that  w as  in  h i s  hand  and  d ip p ed  i t  i n
a honeyc om b, and  p u t  h i s  hand  to  h i s  m ou th ;  and  h i s
c ou ntenanc e  br i gh t ened .

Then  one  o f  the  p eop le  s aid ,  "You r  f ather  s t r i c t l y
c harged  the  p eop le  w i th  an  oath ,  s ay ing,  'Cu rsed  i s
the  m an  w ho  eat s  f ood  th i s  day . '  "  And  the  p eop le
w ere  f ain t .

Bu t  J onathan  said ,  "M y f ather  has  t rou bled  the  l and .
Look  now , how  m y c ou ntenanc e  has  br i gh t ened
bec au se  I  t as t ed  a l i t t l e  o f  th i s  honey .

"How  m u c h  bet t er  i f  t he  p eop le  had  eat en  f ree ly
today  o f  the  sp o i l  o f  the i r  enem ies  w h i c h  they  f ou nd !
For  now  w ou ld  there  not  hav e  been  a m u c h  great er
s l au gh ter  am ong the  Ph i l i s t ines ?"

N ow  they  had  d r i v en  bac k  the  Ph i l i s t ines  that  day
f rom  M ic hm ash  to  Ai j al on .  S o  the  p eop le  w ere  v ery
f ain t .

And  the  p eop le  ru shed  on  the  sp o i l ,  and  took  sheep ,
oxen ,  and  c alv es ,  and  s l au gh tered  them  on  the
grou nd ;  and  the  p eop le  at e  them  w i th  the  blood .

Then  they  t o ld  S au l ,  s ay ing,  "Look ,  the  p eop le  are
s inn ing again s t  the  LORD  by  eat ing w i th  the  blood !"
S o  he  said ,  "You  hav e  deal t  t reac herou s ly ;  ro l l  a
l arge  s t one  t o  m e th i s  day ."

And  S au l  s aid ,  "D i sp erse  you rse l v es  am ong the
p eop le ,  and  say  t o  them , 'Br ing m e here  ev ery  m an 's
ox  and  ev ery  m an 's  sheep ,  s l au gh ter  them  here ,  and
eat ;  and  do  not  s in  again s t  the  LORD  by  eat ing w i th



the  blood . '  "  S o  ev ery  one  o f  the  p eop le  brou gh t  h i s
ox  w i th  h im  that  n i gh t ,  and  s l au gh tered  i t  there .

Then  S au l  bu i l t  an  al t ar  t o  the  LORD . Th i s  w as  the
f i r s t  al t ar  that  he  bu i l t  t o  the  LORD .

N ow  S au l  s aid ,  "Let  u s  go  dow n  af t er  the  Ph i l i s t ines
by  n igh t ,  and  p lu nder  them  u nt i l  t he  m orn ing l i gh t ;
and  l e t  u s  not  l eav e  a m an  o f  them ."  And  they  said ,
"D o  w hatev er  s eem s  good  to  you ."  Then  the  p r i es t
said ,  "Let  u s  d raw  near  t o  God  here ."

Here we find the men of Israel distressed because they were
hungry.  Saul had commanded all his men to fast until they had
been victorious over the Philistines.  Even though the men were
hungry, they refused to eat anything, even some honey in the
forest because they feared the curse that went along with their vow
to fast.

Jonathan had not heard his father’s oath, so he dipped his staff in
the new honey, and put it to his mouth in his pursuit so he would
not have to stop.  We are told that “his eyes became bright.”  His
lost strength, which showed in his eyes, came back to him from
eating the honey.  When the people told Jonathan of his father’s
oath, Jonathan condemned his father’s restriction on the people.  

We all need food for our bodies for all we do everyday.  And more
importantly, we need our spiritual food for all we do everyday.
God gives us His Word to nourish and refresh us all of the time.  We
must take the time to read and pray, and it will show in our eyes.  It
has been said, “Show me a man with a worn-out Bible, and I’ll show
you a man who is not worn-out.”  

The people continued the battle even though they were weak.  But,
unfortunately they became so weak that after the victory they took
the Philistine animals, slaughtered them and ate them without



properly draining of the blood.  They were so hungry that they
killed the animals and just started eating.  When Saul was told what
had happened he rebuked them for the sin.  But what Saul didn’t
do was realize that he was the one who had caused them to sin with
such a foolish command.  He was so alarmed that he built an altar
there to offer a sacrifice to the Lord.

Saul was beginning to make some mistakes in his reign as king.  He
didn’t continue to seek the Lord as he should have.  He also gave a
very foolish command, out of his pride, to keep the people from
eating.  This only caused the people to sin.  Truly, Saul was to
blame for the actions of the people.

1 S AM UEL 14:37-46
S o  S au l  asked  c ou nse l  o f  God ,  "S hal l  I  go  dow n  af t er
the  Ph i l i s t ines ? Wi l l  You  de l i v er  them  in to  the  hand
of  I s rae l ?"  Bu t  He  d id  not  answ er  h im  that  day .

And  S au l  s aid ,  "Com e ov er  here ,  al l  you  c h i e f s  o f  the
p eop le ,  and  know  and  see  w hat  th i s  s in  w as  t oday .

"For  as  the  LORD  l i v es ,  w ho  sav es  I s rae l ,  t hou gh  i t  be
in  J onathan  m y son ,  he  shal l  su re ly  d i e ."  Bu t  not  a
m an  am ong al l  t he  p eop le  answ ered  h im .

Then  he  said  t o  al l  I s rae l ,  "You  be  on  one  s ide ,  and
m y son  J onathan  and  I  w i l l  be  on  the  o ther  s ide ."
And  the  p eop le  s aid  t o  S au l ,  "D o  w hat  s eem s  good  to
you ."

Theref ore  S au l  s aid  t o  the  LORD  God  o f  I s rae l ,  "G iv e
a p er f ec t  l o t ."  S o  S au l  and  J onathan  w ere  t aken ,  bu t
the  p eop le  es c ap ed .

And  S au l  s aid ,  "Cas t  l o t s  betw een  m y son  J onathan
and  m e."  S o  J onathan  w as  t aken .



Then  S au l  s aid  t o  J onathan ,  "Te l l  m e w hat  you  hav e
done ."  And  J onathan  to ld  h im , and  said ,  " I  on ly
t as t ed  a l i t t l e  honey  w i th  the  end  o f  the  rod  that  w as
in  m y hand .  S o  now  I  m u s t  d i e !"

And  S au l  answ ered ,  "God  do  so  and  m ore  al so ;  f or
you  shal l  su re ly  d i e ,  J onathan ."

Bu t  the  p eop le  s aid  t o  S au l ,  "S hal l  J onathan  d i e ,  w ho
has  ac c om p l i shed  th i s  great  de l i v eranc e  in  I s rae l ?
Cer t ain ly  not ! As  the  LORD  l i v es ,  no t  one  hai r  o f  h i s
head  shal l  f al l  t o  the  grou nd ,  f or  he  has  w orked  w i th
God  th i s  day ."  S o  the  p eop le  res c u ed  J onathan ,  and
he d id  not  d i e .

Then  S au l  re tu rned  f rom  p u rsu ing the  Ph i l i s t ines ,
and  the  Ph i l i s t ines  w en t  t o  the i r  ow n  p lac e .

Now Saul is determined to pursue the Philistines and to pick up all
the spoils.  This time he decides to ask for direction from the Lord,
but he gets no answer.  Saul believed that someone had violated the
fast, and was determined to find out who it was by lot.  To find the
guilty one, he made the people stand on one side, while he and his
son Jonathan went to the other and the lot fell on Jonathan.  

When Saul asked his son what he had done, Jonathan confessed
that he had tasted a little honey and was willing to take the
punishment of death as so decreed hastily by his father.  Saul
would have killed him but the people interceded saying, “Shall
Jonathan die, who has achieved this great salvation in Israel?  God
forbid! As truly as Jehovah lives, not a hair shall fall from his head
upon the ground; for he has wrought the victory with God today.”
So the people delivered Jonathan from death.  

We must remember that Jonathan did not hear the oath Saul made,
so he did not violate it out of rebellion.  The sentence of death was



not given to Jonathan by God, but by his father.  Saul had given the
restriction without God’s authority and made the people commit
to it with a solemn oath.  The people had conscientiously obeyed
the command, but Jonathan disobeyed it without being aware of it.  

Saul’s judgment was death; the people intervened, claiming
Jonathan innocent because of his being unaware of the king’s
command, and proclaiming the victory he gained for Israel with
God.  Here we see God’s verdict.  Saul now sees that it was not
Jonathan but it was himself who had sinned and through his oath
caused God to not answer him.  With a feeling of guilt Saul gave up
any further pursuit of the Philistines.  And the Philistines went
back to their own land.  All the time and energy this situation took
stopped the pursuit of the Philistines, losing an opportunity of
completing the victory against the enemy.

How often our enemy wants to get us sidetracked with issues that
don’t have anything to do with the battle at hand.  If Satan can get
our mind off of the important things and onto silly things, like our
own selfish pride, then he can escape as the Philistines did this day.

Warren Wiersbe said concerning this, “Saul tried to impress people
with an oath, but Jonathan did what was necessary to fight the
battle.  Saul weakened the army; Jonathan strengthened the army
and challenged it to new victories.”  We must seek the Lord always
so that we may be a strength to our brothers and sisters and not
one to weaken them.  We are in a very real battle, but we have a
wonderful commander, the Captain of the Armies of the Lord, our
Lord Jesus Christ.  With God anything is possible.

A Sword and Shield
For this craft you will need the enclosed template, construction
paper, paper plates, glue, scissors and markers.  You will be making
a sword and a shield like Jonathan and his armor-bearer used.



On one sheet of construction paper help the children draw blades
for their swords. You may use the enclosed template or allow them
to draw free hand. On another sheet of construction paper help the
children draw the base of the sword.  Cut out both items and have
the children glue them together to make a sword.

Next, have the children decorate a paper plate to make a shield.
You can have them put the memory verse or the theme on the
shield.  Cut out one or two strips of construction paper and glue or
staple onto the back of the paper plate (in the form of a loop) to
form a handle for the shield.

As an option you could have a couple of volunteers pretend to be
Jonathan and his armor-bearer and the rest of the class pretend to
be Philistines and allow them to act out the story.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to be bold.  To be
willing to do anything the Lord asks of us, even if it sounds
impossible.  Ask the Lord to help you to trust in Him.   If there are
any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.



Template - A Sword And A Shield

GOD HEARS OUR PRAYERS




