
Lesson 072

Eli And His Wicked Sons

1 Samuel 2:12-36



MEMORY VERSE
1 SAMUEL 2:30
“For those who honor Me I will honor, and those who
despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Enough paper plates to have two for each child in your class, glue,
tongue depressors and markers or crayons.

Bags made up before class having small prizes (stickers, erasers,
pencils, etc.) and a basket to hold all the bags.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Gold Star
As you begin your class time give these instructions to the children
in your class.  Have each child’s name written on the chalk or
whiteboard in columns. Explain to the children that you are going
to encourage the children to “tell on” each other.  The catch is that
they can only report to the teacher the “good” things they observe
in others.  

Have the children look for examples of serving others throughout
the class time.  Maybe it is an act of kindness, or serving the
teacher by being exceptionally quiet.  Allow the children to point
out examples to you as well as noticing a few yourself.  When they
tell you or you see someone doing the right thing, praise them
aloud by saying something like, “Great Sam!”  Then put a star
(chalk or dry erase) beside his or her name.



Explain that how we serve others is very important to the Lord.  It
is not enough to just serve others, but we need to do it in the right
way; in love, etc.  Good deeds flow out of a heart that is right with
the Lord.  At the end of the class, you may refer back to some of the
lessons learned from those you caught doing something good.  Our
service to God must be with a right heart.

LESSON TIME!
Elkanah and Hannah brought Samuel to Eli the priest to be raised
by him in the ways of the Lord.  When his parents went back home,
Eli began Samuel's training.  Samuel then "grew in stature and in
favor with the Lord and with men" (vs. 26).  

Now, although Eli trained Samuel in the ways of the Lord and to be
a godly man, he failed in that same area with his own two sons,
Hophni and Phinehas.  In a time when it was said, “In those days
Israel had no king, everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25), even
the priestly sons of Eli were corrupted by the world.

In today’s lesson, we will learn about the disobedience of Eli’s two
sons.  They did not care about their responsibility to serve God and
His people.  We will learn a valuable lesson as we consider the
consequences of their rebellion.  God is very concerned about how
we serve Him and His people.  Our service to God must be with
a right heart.

1 S AM UEL 2:12-17
N ow  the  sons  o f  El i  w ere  c orru p t ;  they  d id  not  know
the  LORD .

And  the  p r i es t s '  c u s tom  w i th  the  p eop le  w as  that
w hen  any  m an  o f f ered  a s ac r i f i c e ,  the  p r i es t 's
s erv an t  w ou ld  c om e w i th  a th ree -p ronged  f l eshhook
in  h i s  hand  w h i l e  the  m eat  w as  bo i l ing.



Then  he  w ou ld  th ru s t  i t  i n to  the  p an ,  or  ket t l e ,  o r
c ald ron ,  or  p ot ;  and  the  p r i es t  w ou ld  t ake  f or
h im se l f  al l  t hat  the  f l eshhook  brou gh t  u p .  S o  they
d id  in  S h i l oh  t o  al l  t he  I s rae l i t es  w ho  c am e there .

Al so ,  bef ore  they  bu rned  the  f at ,  t he  p r i es t 's  s erv an t
w ou ld  c om e and  say  t o  the  m an  w ho  sac r i f i c ed ,  "G iv e
m eat  f or  roas t ing t o  the  p r i es t ,  f or  he  w i l l  no t  t ake
bo i l ed  m eat  f rom  you ,  bu t  raw ."

And  i f  the  m an  said  t o  h im , "They  shou ld  real l y  bu rn
the  f at  f i r s t ;  t hen  you  m ay  t ake  as  m u c h  as  you r
hear t  des i res ,"  he  w ou ld  then  answ er  h im , "N o ,  bu t
you  m u s t  gi v e  i t  now ;  and  i f  no t ,  I  w i l l  t ake  i t  by
f orc e ."

Theref ore  the  s in  o f  the  you ng m en  w as  v ery  great
bef ore  the  LORD , f or  m en  abhorred  the  o f f er ing o f
the  LORD .

Eli’s sons were called “sons of Belial,” or worthless men.  Why?
They did not know the Lord.  Walking with the Lord is truly a
choice.  Even if our parents are saved and train us in the Lord, we
still have a choice to either walk with Jesus or away from Him.  

Eli's sons turned their back on their father's God.  What was the
result in their lives?  They misused the offerings of the Lord,
turning it into a way to satisfy their own lusts.

God told his people to bring sacrifices to Him in a certain way:
They were to remove the fat from the meat and burn it separately;
then, the priests were to receive a portion of the meat for
themselves and their families.  (This was how God provided for the
priests and their families.) However, Eli’s sons twisted the beautiful
intent of sacrifice.   Before the fat portions of the meat sacrifice
had been placed in the altar-fire for the Lord, the priest's servant



came and demanded that they be given meat from the sacrifice.
They would put a big hook into the meat and take more than they
were supposed to.  And if anyone complained, they would take it
from the people by force.  

How little they cared about God and His people whom they had
been given responsibility to serve!  They broke God’s law and
robbed His people.  Their actions were so bad that people did not
want to come and sacrifice to the Lord any more.  They had
misrepresented God to the people, destroying the beautiful picture
of what God provided for us in Jesus Christ—forgiveness of sins.
This was a terrible thing in the eyes of the Lord.

It is important that we, who say we know the Lord and serve Him,
not misrepresent God.  If we treat others poorly, they may decide
they do not want anything to do with the Lord.  The word
“minister” means servant.  Whether a priest in Old Testament days,
a pastor, a teacher, or a Christian, our lives need to be about
serving others in such a way that they will be attracted to Him and
not pointed away from Him.  Our service to God must be with
a right heart.

1 S AM UEL 2:18-21
Bu t  S am u el  m in i s t ered  bef ore  the  LORD , ev en  as  a
c h i ld ,  w ear ing a l inen  ep hod .

M oreov er  h i s  m other  u sed  t o  m ake  h im  a l i t t l e  robe ,
and  br ing i t  t o  h im  year  by  year  w hen  she  c am e u p
w i th  her  hu sband  to  o f f er  the  year ly  s ac r i f i c e .

And  El i  w ou ld  bl es s  El kanah  and  h i s  w i f e ,  and  say ,
"The  LORD  giv e  you  desc endant s  f rom  th i s  w om an
f or  the  l oan  that  w as  gi v en  t o  the  LORD ."  Then  they
w ou ld  go  t o  the i r  ow n  hom e.



And  the  LORD  v i s i t ed  Hannah ,  so  that  she  c onc e iv ed
and  bore  th ree  sons  and  tw o  dau ghters .  M eanw h i l e
the  c h i ld  S am u el  grew  bef ore  the  LORD .

In the midst of this sad story comes the mention of Samuel’s
devotion to the Lord.  He served as a boy before the Lord next to
Eli’s evil sons.  Samuel values the priestly clothes he wears while
Eli’s sons have no regard for it whatsoever.  God always has those
who are faithful and desire to serve Him with all of their hearts,
even in the midst of a rebellious people.  Samuel continued to grow
in the Lord and was being prepared for a very special service to the
Lord.  

What is the Lord preparing you for?  He is working in your life right
now in order to prepare you for His special purpose.  Now is the
time, while you are still a child like Samuel, to decide to follow
Jesus all of the days of your life.  Learn everything you can about
the Lord and the Bible.  Love and respect the things of the Lord and
His people.  You will find a life of blessing awaits you if you commit
your life to following Him.  

Though Samuel’s mother had given Samuel to the Lord, she still
was his mother and came to visit him each year bringing with her
the clothes she made for him.  Eli blessed his parents for having
given up the boy to the Lord.  Eli’s blessing of Hannah was fulfilled
in that she had five more children!  When we give what is most
precious to us to the Lord, He always gives back to us more, more
than we could ever imagine.  

1 S AM UEL 2:22-26
N ow  El i  w as  v ery  o ld ;  and  he  heard  ev ery th ing h i s
sons  d id  t o  al l  I s rae l ,  and  how  they  l ay  w i th  the
w om en  w ho  as sem bled  at  the  door  o f  the  t abernac l e
o f  m eet ing.



S o  he  said  t o  them , "Why do  you  do  su c h  th ings ? For
I  hear  o f  you r  ev i l  deal ings  f rom  al l  the  p eop le .

"N o ,  m y sons !  For  i t  i s  no t  a good  rep or t  that  I  hear .
You  m ake  the  Lord 's  p eop le  t ransgres s .

" I f  one  m an  s in s  again s t  another ,  God  w i l l  j u dge  h im .
Bu t  i f  a  m an  s in s  again s t  the  LORD , w ho  w i l l
i n t erc ede  f or  h im ?"  N ev er the l es s  they  d id  not  heed
the  v o i c e  o f  the i r  f ather ,  bec au se  the  LORD  des i red
to  k i l l  t hem .

And  the  c h i ld  S am u el  grew  in  s t atu re ,  and  in  f av or
both  w i th  the  LORD  and  m en .

Here we see Eli’s treatment of his sons.  He is old now and his
children are grown.  He rebukes his sons with harsh warnings
because of their sins.  Unfortunately, they would not listen to him.
They just continued to get worse.  They began to treat the women
who would come to the tabernacle in a sinful way.  They had no
regard for God’s Word or desire to serve the people in a way that
would please the Lord.  Our service to God must be with a
right heart.

It is also unfortunate that Eli, with the infirmities of his old age, did
nothing further to prevent these horrible things from happening.
The only action he took was to say to his sons, “Why do you
according to sayings, which I hear, sayings about you which are
evil, of this whole people?”  He talked to them, but never did
anything about removing them from office or making them stop.
Could he have been a better father?  Do you think if his sons had
been disciplined and attended to when they were younger, it could
have prevented their rebellion later?



Sadly, Eli’s sons refused to listen to his warning for “the Lord would
slay them.”  Their hearts were hardened; it was too late for their
father’s reproof to make an impression on them.

How important it is for us to listen to our parents and to those in
authority over us.  Had Eli’s sons only listened to him, even at this
time, and changed, God’s judgment would not have had to come
upon them.

Samuel’s heart was soft to the Lord.  We see Samuel continuing to
grow in stature and favor with God and man.  Because his heart was
soft toward the Lord, he will be blessed and greatly used by God.
May our own hearts remain soft that we may be blessed and usable.

What Face?
Sometimes we can seem to be so nice as we pray to God, exhibiting
our best manners.  Then we turn to other people and are rude or
act like we do not care.  This craft will help us to remember to
serve with the right attitude towards others.  

Get two paper plates for each child.  On one plate draw a happy
face and on the other draw a grouchy face.  Have the children color
the faces if they like and then glue them back to back.  Insert a
tongue depressor at the bottom of the faces.  

Next come up with five or six statements about serving others;
some with the right attitude and some with a bad attitude.  Have
the children hold up the face that reflects the attitude of the
service that you are describing.  Remind the children of the
importance of serving the Lord and His people with a right heart.



1 S AM UEL 2:27-36
Then  a m an  o f  God  c am e to  El i  and  said  t o  h im ,
"Thu s  says  the  LORD : 'D id  I  no t  c l ear ly  rev eal  M yse l f
t o  the  hou se  o f  you r  f ather  w hen  they  w ere  in  Egyp t
in  Pharaoh 's  hou se?

'D id  I  no t  c hoose  h im  ou t  o f  al l  t he  t r ibes  o f  I s rae l  t o
be  M y p r i es t ,  t o  o f f er  u p on  M y al t ar ,  t o  bu rn  inc ense ,
and  to  w ear  an  ep hod  bef ore  M e? And  d id  I  no t  gi v e
to  the  hou se  o f  you r  f ather  al l  t he  o f f er ings  o f  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  m ade by  f i re?

'Why do  you  k i c k  at  M y  sac r i f i c e  and  M y o f f er ing
w h ic h  I  hav e  c om m anded  in  M y dw el l ing p l ac e ,  and
honor  you r  sons  m ore  than  M e,  t o  m ake  you rse l v es
f at  w i th  the  bes t  o f  al l  t he  o f f er ings  o f  I s rae l  M y
p eop le?'

"Theref ore  the  LORD  God  o f  I s rae l  s ays :  ' I  s aid
indeed  that  you r  hou se  and  the  hou se  o f  you r  f ather
w ou ld  w alk  bef ore  M e f orev er . '  Bu t  now  the  LORD
says :  'Far  be  i t  f rom  M e;  f or  those  w ho  honor  M e I
w i l l  honor ,  and  those  w ho  desp i se  M e shal l  be  l i gh t l y
es t eem ed .

'Beho ld ,  the  days  are  c om ing that  I  w i l l  c u t  o f f  you r
arm  and  the  arm  o f  you r  f ather 's  hou se ,  so  that  there
w i l l  no t  be  an  o ld  m an  in  you r  hou se .

'And  you  w i l l  s ee  an  enem y in  M y dw el l ing p l ac e ,
desp i t e  al l  t he  good  w h i c h  God  does  f or  I s rae l .  And
there  shal l  no t  be  an  o ld  m an  in  you r  hou se  f orev er .

'Bu t  any  o f  you r  m en  w hom  I  do  not  c u t  o f f  f rom  M y
al t ar  shal l  c onsu m e you r  eyes  and  gr i ev e  you r  hear t .



And  al l  the  desc endant s  o f  you r  hou se  shal l  d i e  in
the  f l ow er  o f  the i r  age .

'N ow  th i s  shal l  be  a s i gn  t o  you  that  w i l l  c om e u p on
you r  tw o  sons ,  on  Hop hn i  and  Ph inehas :  i n  one  day
they  shal l  d i e ,  bo th  o f  them .

'Then  I  w i l l  rai s e  u p  f or  M yse l f  a  f ai th f u l  p r i es t  w ho
shal l  do  ac c ord ing t o  w hat  i s  i n  M y hear t  and  in  M y
m ind .  I  w i l l  bu i ld  h im  a su re  hou se ,  and  he  shal l
w alk  bef ore  M y ano in t ed  f orev er .

'And  i t  shal l  c om e to  p as s  that  ev eryone  w ho  i s  l e f t
in  you r  hou se  w i l l  c om e and  bow  dow n  to  h im  f or  a
p i ec e  o f  s i l v er  and  a m orse l  o f  bread ,  and  say ,
"Pl ease ,  p u t  m e in  one  o f  the  p r i es t l y  p os i t i ons ,  that
I  m ay  eat  a p i ec e  o f  bread ." '  "

God prepared to judge the sons of Eli for their wickedness.  Before
the Lord judged Eli’s house, He sent a prophet to warn Eli of the
judgment coming upon them.

In order to prick Eli’s own conscience, he pointed out to him the
grace manifested in the choice of his father’s house (the house of
Aaron).  The Lord then described the terrible way that Eli’s sons
had abused that privilege.  The choice of the family of Aaron was
still there, but disgrace would come upon those that hated the
Lord.  

The prophet went on to explain that the strength of Eli’s house
would be broken; and all the members of his house would die early
deaths.  They were not, however, to be removed entirely from
service at the altar (verses 31-34).  But the Lord would raise up a
faithful priest and cause him to walk before His anointed, and from
him all that were left of the house of Eli would be obliged to beg for
their bread (verses 35-36).  



The fulfillment of the faithful priest came in Zadok, of the family
of Eleazar, also from the line of Aaron.  He became the high priest
in the beginning of Solomon’s reign (several years after this).  He
was faithful in serving the Lord properly--all of the high priests
that followed Zadok came from his line as long as the priesthood
continued.  The failure, evil, and sin of those who minister, though
it will destroy them, cannot destroy the ministry.  God’s work will
never fail because of a lack of hands to carry it on.  

What a sad story of two hardened young men who, unable to heed
warnings from their father, were destroyed.  What a sad story of a
father who could not control his sons.  However, what an
encouraging story of a young man, Samuel, whose heart was soft
toward the Lord.  He stood as a bright light shining in the darkness.

God has called us to love Him and serve Him with all of our heart.
When the Lord calls us to serve Him, we must not serve ourselves.  
May we never be guilty, as were the sons of Levi, of misrepresented
Him.  May our hearts be soft toward the Lord, as Samuel’s heart
was, and may our lives shine to the glory of God.  Our service t o
God must be with a right heart.

An Opportunity to Serve Others
Make individual prize bags for each child.  Put whatever you want
into the bags but keep the amount of items small.  Place all of the
bags in a basket.  

At the end of your class, refer back to the opening activity.  Some
children will have more stars than others.  We learned, today, that
it is important to serve God in the right way.  One of the ways we
serve the Lord is by looking out for the interests of others rather
than ourselves (Philippians 2:3,4).  Let each child get one bag from
the basket and “serve it” to another child.  Allow all of the children
a chance to serve.  They must all wait for everyone to be served
before they open their bags.  



Remind the children that they have served “rightly” by serving
others and by waiting for others before they begin.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to serve the Lord and
His people with a right heart.  Also, pray and ask the Lord to help
the children obey the Lord and their parents.  If there are any
children who have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them
opportunity.




