
Lesson 057

Crossing The Jordan River

Joshua 3-4



MEMORY VERSE
 J O S H U A  4 : 2 3 , 2 4
" F o r  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  d r i e d  u p  t h e  w a t e r s  o f
t h e  J o r d a n  b e f o r e  y o u  u n t i l  y o u  h a d  c r o s s e d
o v e r ,  a s  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  d i d  t o  t h e  R e d  S e a ,
w h i c h  H e  d r i e d  u p  b e f o r e  u s  u n t i l  w e  h a d
c r o s s e d  o v e r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h
m a y  k n o w  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  L O R D ,  t h a t  i t  i s
m i g h t y ,  t h a t  y o u  m a y  f e a r  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d
f o r e v e r . "

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A pitcher of water, a large bowl and a large towel.

As many 8 1/2 ”x 11” sheets of white paper and construction paper
as the number of children in your class.

Construction paper, enough for your entire class.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Water Pouring
Bring a pitcher of water and a large bowl and a large towel.

Show how you will pour the water into the bowl.  Just pour a trickle
of water into the bowl.  Then ask for volunteers to come try to stop
the small trickle of water coming out of the pitcher.  The children
can try all kinds of ways.



Explain:  It is difficult to stop a trickle; however, God stopped the
whole Jordan River at its peak while it was overflowing.  It is
amazing what God is willing to do for His people.

LESSON TIME!
Have you ever taken some time to look at old picture albums?  They
bring back a lot of memories, don’t they?  In our lesson, today, God
will have Joshua, the new leader of Israel, set up an memorial for
the people and their children to remind them of His mighty power
and greatness.  Just like a picture album, the people will look back
on this memorial and remember God’s faithfulness.

J O S H U A  3 : 6 - 1 0
T h e n  J o s h u a  s p o k e  t o  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  s a y i n g ,
" T a k e  u p  t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  a n d  c r o s s
o v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e . "  S o  t h e y  t o o k  u p
t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  a n d  w e n t  b e f o r e  t h e
p e o p l e .

A n d  t h e  L O R D  s a i d  t o  J o s h u a ,  " T h i s  d a y  I
w i l l  b e g i n  t o  e x a l t  y o u  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  a l l
I s r a e l ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  k n o w  t h a t ,  a s  I  w a s
w i t h  M o s e s ,  s o  I  w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u .  

" Y o u  s h a l l  c o m m a n d  t h e  p r i e s t s  w h o  b e a r
t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t ,  s a y i n g ,  ' W h e n  y o u
h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e
J o r d a n ,  y o u  s h a l l  s t a n d  i n  t h e  J o r d a n . ' "

S o  J o s h u a  s a i d  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,
" C o m e  h e r e ,  a n d  h e a r  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  L O R D
y o u r  G o d . "  



A n d  J o s h u a  s a i d ,  " B y  t h i s  y o u  s h a l l  k n o w
t h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d  i s  a m o n g  y o u ,  a n d  t h a t
H e  w i l l  w i t h o u t  f a i l  d r i v e  o u t  f r o m  b e f o r e
y o u  t h e  C a n a a n i t e s  a n d  t h e  H i t t i t e s  a n d  t h e
H i v i t e s  a n d  t h e  P e r i z z i t e s  a n d  t h e
G i r g a s h i t e s  a n d  t h e  A m o r i t e s  a n d  t h e
J e b u s i t e s :

The Israelites had come to the Jordan River and needed to cross it
to enter into the land God had promised to give them.  God said He
would establish respect in the hearts of the people for Joshua’s
leadership; they would know that He was with him just as He was
with Moses.  God then told Joshua to have the priests take the ark
of the covenant, a golden box with the Ten Commandments inside,
to the Jordan River.

God would demonstrate His mighty power and faithfulness.  His
present miraculous intervention would assure them of His future
miraculous intervention when they would face the inhabitants of
the land--“the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the
Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites.”

J O S H U A  3 : 1 4 - 1 7
S o  i t  w a s ,  w h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  s e t  o u t  f r o m
t h e i r  c a m p  t o  c r o s s  o v e r  t h e  J o r d a n ,  w i t h
t h e  p r i e s t s  b e a r i n g  t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t
b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e ,

a n d  a s  t h o s e  w h o  b o r e  t h e  a r k  c a m e  t o  t h e
J o r d a n ,  a n d  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  p r i e s t s  w h o  b o r e
t h e  a r k  d i p p e d  i n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  ( f o r
t h e  J o r d a n  o v e r f l o w s  a l l  i t s  b a n k s  d u r i n g
t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  o f  h a r v e s t ) ,



t h a t  t h e  w a t e r s  w h i c h  c a m e  d o w n  f r o m
u p s t r e a m  s t o o d  s t i l l ,  a n d  r o s e  i n  a  h e a p
v e r y  f a r  a w a y  a t  A d a m ,  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  i s
b e s i d e  Z a r e t a n .  S o  t h e  w a t e r s  t h a t  w e n t
d o w n  i n t o  t h e  S e a  o f  t h e  A r a b a h ,  t h e  S a l t
S e a ,  f a i l e d ,  a n d  w e r e  c u t  o f f ;  a n d  t h e
p e o p l e  c r o s s e d  o v e r  o p p o s i t e  J e r i c h o .

T h e n  t h e  p r i e s t s  w h o  b o r e  t h e  a r k  o f  t h e
c o v e n a n t  o f  t h e  L O R D  s t o o d  f i r m  o n  d r y
g r o u n d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  J o r d a n ;  a n d  a l l
I s r a e l  c r o s s e d  o v e r  o n  d r y  g r o u n d ,  u n t i l  a l l
t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  c r o s s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r  t h e
J o r d a n .

Note, the priests were the first to step into the water.    They did
not step onto dry ground; they stepped into water.  God could have
dried up the river before the priests stepped into it; but instead,
God wanted them to take a step in faith that God would surely do
as He had promised, despite the circumstances.  

Sometimes God will ask us to do things that require us to get our
feet wet, to step out and trust Him despite the threatening
circumstances we face.  God promises He will never leave us or
forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  May we remember God's
faithfulness to us.

As the people headed into the water, the river was held back by
God so that the Israelites could walk through on dry ground.  God
did exactly what He promised to do!



J O S H U A  4 : 1 - 7
A n d  i t  c a m e  t o  p a s s ,  w h e n  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e
h a d  c o m p l e t e l y  c r o s s e d  o v e r  t h e  J o r d a n ,
t h a t  t h e  L O R D  s p o k e  t o  J o s h u a ,  s a y i n g :  

" T a k e  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s  t w e l v e  m e n  f r o m  t h e
p e o p l e ,  o n e  m a n  f r o m  e v e r y  t r i b e ,

" a n d  c o m m a n d  t h e m ,  s a y i n g ,  ' T a k e  f o r
y o u r s e l v e s  t w e l v e  s t o n e s  f r o m  h e r e ,  o u t  o f
t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  J o r d a n ,  f r o m  t h e  p l a c e
w h e r e  t h e  p r i e s t s '  f e e t  s t o o d  f i r m .  Y o u
s h a l l  c a r r y  t h e m  o v e r  w i t h  y o u  a n d  l e a v e
t h e m  i n  t h e  l o d g i n g  p l a c e  w h e r e  y o u  l o d g e
t o n i g h t . ' "

T h e n  J o s h u a  c a l l e d  t h e  t w e l v e  m e n  w h o m  h e
h a d  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,
o n e  m a n  f r o m  e v e r y  t r i b e ;

a n d  J o s h u a  s a i d  t o  t h e m :  " C r o s s  o v e r  b e f o r e
t h e  a r k  o f  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  i n t o  t h e  m i d s t
o f  t h e  J o r d a n ,  a n d  e a c h  o n e  o f  y o u  t a k e  u p
a  s t o n e  o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f
I s r a e l ,

" t h a t  t h i s  m a y  b e  a  s i g n  a m o n g  y o u  w h e n
y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a s k  i n  t i m e  t o  c o m e ,  s a y i n g ,
' W h a t  d o  t h e s e  s t o n e s  m e a n  t o  y o u ? '



" T h e n  y o u  s h a l l  a n s w e r  t h e m  t h a t  t h e
w a t e r s  o f  t h e  J o r d a n  w e r e  c u t  o f f  b e f o r e  t h e
a r k  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  t h e  L O R D ;  w h e n  i t
c r o s s e d  o v e r  t h e  J o r d a n ,  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e
J o r d a n  w e r e  c u t  o f f .  A n d  t h e s e  s t o n e s  s h a l l
b e  f o r  a  m e m o r i a l  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l
f o r e v e r . "

God had the Israelites take 12 stones, one for each tribe, from the
Jordan River bed.  God knew that someday their children would ask
about the stones, and the Israelites would tell them about His
miraculous power:  “We walked across the Jordan on dry ground.”   

May we remember God's faithfulness to us.  Perhaps your
parents have relayed to you their many accounts of God’s
faithfulness through difficulties and seeming impossibilities.     It is
good to remind each other that God has been and will be faithful to
us.

Have you witnessed God’s answers to your own prayers?   Consider
keeping a journal, a written-record, of God’s faithfulness to you.   
Encourage and build faith in others by sharing with them the many
times God has been faithful to you.

Memory Book
Cut one sheet of 8 1/2 “x 11” paper in half to form two 8 1/2 ”x 5
1/2” pieces.  Fold them in half and insert one inside the other like
a little book.  You can also have the children cut out a piece of
construction paper the same size for a “book cover.”  Staple the
spine with the open part of the staples inside the book.  The book
could have a title such as “God’s Faithfulness to Me.”



Help the kids remember prayers that God has answered and ways
He has provided for them.  They can  also include prayers that
have not been answered yet and complete their book as their
prayers are anwered.

J O S H U A  4 : 1 1 - 1 4
T h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  p a s s ,  w h e n  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e
h a d  c o m p l e t e l y  c r o s s e d  o v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  a r k
o f  t h e  L O R D  a n d  t h e  p r i e s t s  c r o s s e d  o v e r  i n
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .

A n d  t h e  m e n  o f  R e u b e n ,  t h e  m e n  o f  G a d ,
a n d  h a l f  t h e  t r i b e  o f  M a n a s s e h  c r o s s e d  o v e r
a r m e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  a s
M o s e s  h a d  s p o k e n  t o  t h e m .

A b o u t  f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  w a r
c r o s s e d  o v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  L O R D  f o r  b a t t l e ,  t o
t h e  p l a i n s  o f  J e r i c h o .  

O n  t h a t  d a y  t h e  L O R D  e x a l t e d  J o s h u a  i n  t h e
s i g h t  o f  a l l  I s r a e l ;  a n d  t h e y  f e a r e d  h i m ,  a s
t h e y  h a d  f e a r e d  M o s e s ,  a l l  t h e  d a y s  o f  h i s
l i f e .

God fulfilled His promise to bring the Israelites across the Jordan
River and into the promised land safely.  And, 40,000 men were
prepared for war against Jericho.  When God makes a promise, He
will keep it!  May we remember God's faithfulness to us.



J O S H U A  4 : 2 0 - 2 4
A n d  t h o s e  t w e l v e  s t o n e s  w h i c h  t h e y  t o o k
o u t  o f  t h e  J o r d a n ,  J o s h u a  s e t  u p  i n  G i l g a l .  

T h e n  h e  s p o k e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,
s a y i n g :  " W h e n  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a s k  t h e i r
f a t h e r s  i n  t i m e  t o  c o m e ,  s a y i n g ,  ' W h a t  a r e
t h e s e  s t o n e s ? '

" t h e n  y o u  s h a l l  l e t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  k n o w ,
s a y i n g ,  ' I s r a e l  c r o s s e d  o v e r  t h i s  J o r d a n  o n
d r y  l a n d ' ;

" f o r  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  d r i e d  u p  t h e  w a t e r s
o f  t h e  J o r d a n  b e f o r e  y o u  u n t i l  y o u  h a d
c r o s s e d  o v e r ,  a s  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d  d i d  t o
t h e  R e d  S e a ,  w h i c h  H e  d r i e d  u p  b e f o r e  u s
u n t i l  w e  h a d  c r o s s e d  o v e r ,

" t h a t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  m a y  k n o w
t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  L O R D ,  t h a t  i t  i s  m i g h t y ,
t h a t  y o u  m a y  f e a r  t h e  L O R D  y o u r  G o d
f o r e v e r . "

Joshua set up the 12 stones as a memorial of God’s miracle--
bringing His people across the Jordan on dry ground, just as He
had brought them through the Red Sea when they escaped from
Egypt.



God is faithful.  He has kept and will keep His promises.  He can
work great miracles on our behalf.  May we rememeber His mighty
works in our own lives and encourage ourselves and others to
believe God in our present difficult circumstances as well as any
difficulty we may encounter in the future.  Our God is mighty and
able.  He will not fail.  May we remember God's faithfulness to
us.

The Hand of the Lord
Trace your hand onto construction paper before class.  You will
need as many sheets as the number of children in your class.

Let the kids cut it out and write the memory verse on it.

Tell how the hand of the Lord is mighty and what that may mean in
their lives.  Ask the children for examples of the “mighty hand of
the Lord” in their lives.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to remember God’s
faithfulness in their lives.  If there are any children who have not
yet responded to the Gospel,  give them opportunity.




