
Lesson 056

Rahab And The Spies

Joshua 2



MEMORY VERSE
JOSHUA 2:24
“And they said to Joshua, ‘Truly the LORD has delivered all
the land into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of
the country are fainthearted because of us.’”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A telescope, magnifying glass, binoculars or other “sight enhancer”
from home.

A large stuffed animal (or other large object).

As many red (or pink or purple) sheets of construction paper as
the number of children in your class, scissors, markers or crayons.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

How Far?
Bring a telescope, magnifying glass, binoculars, or other “sight
enhancers” to class for the kids to look through.  Put a very small
note or picture on the wall and let the kids read it or look at it from
the opposite wall.  Allow each child to take a turn.

After everyone is finished, use this activity for discussion.  Ask
them how far do they think that God can see?  How well can He see?
What does He need in order to see into our hearts?  What’s in your
heart?  Do your actions reveal a heart of faith in God?



LESSON TIME!
The children of Israel were ready to possess the land God had given
them.  Jericho would be the first city in Canaan that God would
allow His children to capture.  Jericho was a wicked city that had
rejected God and His ways.  Yet in their midst, there was one lone
woman who turned from her sinful ways into the gracious love of a
heavenly Father who would rescue her from the destruction which
was to come.  This woman’s faith was revealed by the actions she
was willing to take.  May our actions reveal our faith.

J OS HUA 2:1
N ow  J oshu a the  son  o f  N u n  sen t  ou t  tw o  m en  f rom
Ac ac i a Grov e  t o  sp y  s ec ret l y ,  s ay ing,  "Go ,  v i ew  the
l and ,  esp ec i al l y  J er i c ho ."  S o  they  w en t ,  and  c am e to
the  hou se  o f  a har lo t  nam ed  Rahab,  and  l odged  there .

Joshua sent two spies out into the city of Jericho.  God led these
two men to stay at an innkeepers dwelling, the house of Rahab, a
harlot.  Although Rahab was leading a sinful lifestyle in rejection of
God’s ways, God led His servants to her to lead her to Himself.  God
desires to use us as lights in this world of darkness to draw others
to His salvation.  

J OS HUA 2:2-7
And  i t  w as  t o ld  the  k ing o f  J er i c ho ,  s ay ing,  "Beho ld ,
m en  hav e  c om e here  t on igh t  f rom  the  c h i ld ren  o f
I s rae l  t o  s earc h  ou t  the  c ou nt ry ."  

S o  the  k ing o f  J er i c ho  s en t  t o  Rahab,  s ay ing,  "Br ing
ou t  the  m en  w ho  hav e  c om e to  you ,  w ho  hav e
en tered  you r  hou se ,  f or  they  hav e  c om e to  s earc h
ou t  al l  t he  c ou nt ry ."



Then  the  w om an  took  the  tw o  m en  and  h id  them . S o
she  said ,  "Yes ,  the  m en  c am e to  m e,  bu t  I  d id  not
know  w here  they  w ere  f rom .

"And  i t  hap p ened  as  the  gat e  w as  be ing shu t ,  w hen  i t
w as  dark ,  that  the  m en  w en t  ou t .  Where  the  m en
w ent  I  do  not  know ; p u rsu e  them  qu i c k ly ,  f or  you
m ay ov er t ake  them ."

(Bu t  she  had  brou gh t  them  u p  to  the  roo f  and  h idden
them  w i th  the  s t al k s  o f  f l ax ,  w h i c h  she  had  l aid  in
order  on  the  roo f .)  

Then  the  m en  p u rsu ed  them  by  the  road  t o  the
J ordan ,  t o  the  f ord s .  And  as  soon  as  those  w ho
p u rsu ed  them  had  gone  ou t ,  they  shu t  the  gat e .

The people of Jericho discovered the two spies and sought to
capture them.  Because Rahab knew God sent them, she hid them
in her home and did not reveal their whereabouts.

J OS HUA 2:8-11
N ow  bef ore  they  l ay  dow n , she  c am e u p  to  them  on
the  roo f ,

and  said  t o  the  m en :  " I  know  that  the  LORD  has  gi v en
you  the  l and ,  that  the  t er ror  o f  you  has  f al l en  on  u s ,
and  that  al l  t he  inhabi t an t s  o f  the  l and  are
f ain thear t ed  bec au se  o f  you .

"For  w e  hav e  heard  how  the  LORD  dr i ed  u p  the  w ater
o f  the  Red  S ea f or  you  w hen  you  c am e ou t  o f  Egyp t ,
and  w hat  you  d id  t o  the  tw o  k ings  o f  the  Am or i t es
w ho  w ere  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  J ordan ,  S ihon  and
Og,  w hom  you  u t t er l y  des t royed .



"And  as  soon  as  w e  heard  these  th ings ,  ou r  hear t s
m el t ed ;  ne i ther  d id  there  rem ain  any  m ore  c ou rage
in  anyone bec au se  o f  you ,  f or  the  LORD  you r  God ,  He
i s  God  in  heav en  abov e  and  on  ear th  beneath . "

Rahab told the spies that the people of Jericho feared God.  They
had seen the supernatural evidences exhibited in the lives of the
Israelites.  What evidences of God can be seen through your life?  Is
God’s love and mighty ways made manifest to the world around
you through your life?  May our actions reveal our faith.

The Canaanites saw God’s power and might, and they feared Him,
yet this rotten city was doomed for destruction.  It is not enough to
recognize there is a God, or to acknowledge that He is powerful.  It
is vital to turn from the wickedness of sin to the gracious love of
the Savior.

Rahab acknowledged that the Lord God is above all.  She made a
confession of faith as she committed her soul to God (Romans
10:9,10).  God looked down into her heart and saw her love and
desire for Him.  God forgave Rahab of her sins and saved her from
His judgment.  Though we are sinners, when we confess the Lord as
our Savior, trust that our sins have been forgiven because of the
sacrifice of Jesus, and put our faith in Him alone, we shall be saved.  
May our actions reveal our faith.

Hide and Seek
Bring a large stuffed animal or other large object to class.  Next,
cover (or blindfold) your eyes and ask the children to hide the
object.  The aide can keep their eyes uncovered to assist the
children.  The children will quickly discover that it is very difficult
to hide a large object in a sparsely furnished room.



Explain that it is just as difficult to hide something in our hearts
from God.  He can always look into our hearts and know our
innermost thoughts and feelings.

J OS HUA 2:12,13
"N ow  theref ore ,  I  beg you ,  sw ear  t o  m e by  the  LORD ,
s inc e  I  hav e  show n  you  k indnes s ,  that  you  al so  w i l l
show  k indnes s  t o  m y f ather 's  hou se ,  and  gi v e  m e a
t ru e  t oken ,

"and  sp are  m y f ather ,  m y  m other ,  m y  bro thers ,  m y
s i s t er s ,  and  al l  t hat  they  hav e ,  and  de l i v er  ou r  l i v es
f rom  death ."

Rahab desired that her family would be saved because she loved
them.  As the spies were lowered out of the city and fled to hide in
the mountains, they revealed the way she and her family could be
saved.

J OS HUA 2:14-19
S o  the  m en  answ ered  her ,  "Ou r  l i v es  f or  you rs ,  i f
none  o f  you  t e l l  t h i s  bu s ines s  o f  ou rs .  And  i t  shal l
be ,  w hen  the  LORD  has  gi v en  u s  the  l and ,  that  w e  w i l l
deal  k ind ly  and  t ru ly  w i th  you ."

Then  she  l e t  them  dow n  by  a rop e  th rou gh  the
w indow , f or  her  hou se  w as  on  the  c i t y  w al l ;  she  dw el t
on  the  w al l .  

And  she  said  t o  them ,"Get  t o  the  m ou ntain ,  l es t  the
p u rsu ers  m eet  you .  Hide  there  th ree  days ,  u n t i l  t he
p u rsu ers  hav e  re tu rned .  Af t erw ard  you  m ay  go  you r
w ay ."



S o  the  m en  said  t o  her :  "We w i l l  be  bl am eles s  o f  th i s
oath  o f  you rs  w h i c h  you  hav e  m ade u s  sw ear ,

"u n les s ,  w hen  w e c om e in to  the  l and ,  you  bind  th i s
l ine  o f  s c ar l e t  c ord  in  the  w indow  throu gh  w h i c h  you
le t  u s  dow n ,  and  u n les s  you  br ing you r  f ather ,  you r
m other ,  you r  bro thers ,  and  al l  you r  f ather 's
hou seho ld  t o  you r  ow n  hom e.

"S o  i t  shal l  be  that  w hoev er  goes  ou t s ide  the  doors  o f
you r  hou se  in to  the  s t reet ,  h i s  blood  shal l  be  on  h i s
ow n  head ,  and  w e  w i l l  be  gu i l t l es s .  And  w hoev er  i s
w i th  you  in  the  hou se ,  h i s  blood  shal l  be  on  ou r  head
i f  a hand  i s  l a id  on  h im . "

Rahab immediately obeyed the command to mark her home with
the scarlet cord.  Her faith was shown by her obedience.  When we
have a genuine faith in God, it will be seen outwardly by our
obedience to His Word (James 2:25).  May our actions reveal our
faith.

Rahab and her family were only made safe as they abided in their
home marked by the scarlet cord.  This story is a picture for us.
For in the same way, we as Christians are made safe in the Day of
Judgment only when we abide in Christ and trust that His sacrifice
has purchased our forgiveness.  He alone is our Savior and Lord,
our hope of salvation.

J OS HUA 2:23,24
S o  the  tw o  m en  re tu rned ,  desc ended  f rom  the
m ou ntain ,  and  c ros sed  ov er ;  and  they  c am e to
J oshu a the  son  o f  N u n ,  and  to ld  h im  al l  that  had
bef al l en  them .  



And  they  said  t o  J oshu a,  "Tru ly  the  LORD  has
de l i v ered  al l  t he  l and  in to  ou r  hands ,  f or  indeed  al l
the  inhabi t an t s  o f  the  c ou nt ry  are  f ain thear t ed
bec au se  o f  u s ."

God confirmed His Word to His people assuring them of His
sovereignty and favor.   Remember God’s promise? God said, "Every
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you….”
Just as God gave Jericho to the Israelites, so has He blessed us with
every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3).  Believe Him and by faith
possess what God has already given you.  

Rahab was made righteous by faith.  God even included her in the
lineage of the Messiah!  Believe in God and the salvation He has
provided for you in Christ Jesus.  And, as Rahab, let your inward
faith be shown by your outward actions.  May our actions reveal
our faith.

What Does He See?
Fold a red (or pink or purple) sheet of construction paper in half
and cut out a heart shape leaving part of the fold connected for a
“hinge.”  Open the heart and have the children write down what
they would like for the Lord to see when He looks into their heart.
Use this activity to describe what kinds of things should be in our
hearts.  Read Galatians 5:22,23 (the fruit of the Spirit).

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment that their genuine
faith will be shown by their actions.  If there are any children who
have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them opportunity.




