
Lesson 053

Balaam

Numbers 22-24



Memory Verse
2 Peter 2:16
"but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with
a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A shoe, Band-Aid, umbrella, hat, bottle of sunscreen, a vitamin,
flashlight, toothbrush and a plastic sandwich bag.

Tape, chair, pictures (magazine cutouts of things that children
would like to have), an apron, feather duster and a “cash box.”

Cardboard, aluminum foil, glue and string.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Protection
Bring several things to display on a table in your room.  Ask the
kids to tell you what all the things have in common.  You could
bring a shoe, a Band-Aid, an umbrella, a hat, a bottle of sunscreen, a
vitamin, a flashlight, a toothbrush, a plastic sandwich bag, etc.

Explain to the children that all of these items protect something.
Discuss how each item might protect something.  Explain that God
always protects His children as Balaam finds out in today’s lesson.



LESSON TIME!
The Bible says that we, as Christians, are in a battle--a spiritual
battle, fought in the spiritual realm.  The enemy seeks our demise.
In Ephesians 6:12, the Bible says “For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.”  Yet, the Lord is our protection.
God always protects His children.

In our story today, we will meet a man by the name of Balaam who
will attempt to put a curse on God’s people, Israel.

N UM BERS  22:1-4
Then  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  m ov ed ,  and  c am p ed  in
the  p l ain s  o f  M oab on  the  s ide  o f  the  J ordan  ac ros s
f rom  J er i c ho .

N ow  Bal ak  the  son  o f  Z ip p or  saw  al l  that  I s rae l  had
done t o  the  Am or i t es .  

And  M oab w as  exc eed ingly  af raid  o f  the  p eop le
bec au se  they  w ere  m any ,  and  M oab w as  s i c k  w i th
dread  bec au se  o f  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l .

S o  M oab said  t o  the  e lders  o f  M id ian ,  "N ow  th i s
c om p any  w i l l  l i c k  u p  ev ery th ing arou nd  u s ,  as  an  ox
l i c k s  u p  the  gras s  o f  the  f i e ld ."  And  Bal ak  the  son  o f
Z ip p or  w as  k ing o f  the  M oabi t es  at  that  t im e .

Balak, the King of the Moabites, was very afraid that the Israelites
would come and conquer his people.  He had watched them as they
moved through the land, defeated peoples, and settled near him.
He decided he needed outside help to defeat the Israelites.



N UM BERS  22:5-7
Then  he  s en t  m es sengers  t o  Bal aam  the  son  o f  Beor  at
Pethor ,  w h i c h  i s  near  the  R iv er  in  the  l and  o f  the
sons  o f  h i s  p eop le ,  t o  c al l  h im , s ay ing:  "Look ,  a
p eop le  has  c om e f rom  Egyp t .  S ee ,  they  c ov er  the  f ac e
o f  the  ear th ,  and  are  s e t t l ing next  t o  m e !

"Theref ore  p l ease  c om e at  onc e ,  c u rse  th i s  p eop le  f or
m e,  f or  they  are  t oo  m igh ty  f or  m e .  Perhap s  I  shal l
be  abl e  t o  def eat  them  and  d r i v e  them  ou t  o f  the
l and ,  f or  I  know  that  he  w hom  you  bl es s  i s  bl es sed ,
and  he  w hom  you  c u rse  i s  c u rsed ."

S o  the  e lders  o f  M oab and  the  e lders  o f  M id ian
dep ar t ed  w i th  the  d iv iner 's  f ee  in  the i r  hand ,  and
they  c am e to  Bal aam  and  sp oke  t o  h im  the  w ords  o f
Bal ak .

Balak sent for Balaam who was from Pethor in Mesopotamia, near a
river.  Balaam was a soothsayer, a diviner or fortune teller.  His
name means destroyer of the people (a name, we shall see later,
that fits him well).  The elders of Moab and Midian brought him
some money to pronounce a curse upon God’s people.

The spiritual realm is very real, and we must be careful.  Things
like astrology or fortune telling are modern versions of the
soothsayers or diviners of Bible times.  The Bible is very clear that,
for our own protection, we should stay away from any involvement
or practice of such things.

N UM BERS  22:8-12
And  he  said  t o  them , "Lodge  here  t on igh t ,  and  I  w i l l
br ing bac k  w ord  t o  you ,  as  the  LORD  sp eaks  t o  m e ."
S o  the  p r inc es  o f  M oab s t ayed  w i th  Bal aam .



Then  God  c am e to  Bal aam  and  said ,  "Who are  these
m en  w i th  you ?"  

S o  Bal aam  said  t o  God ,  "Bal ak  the  son  o f  Z ip p or ,  k ing
of  M oab,  has  s en t  t o  m e ,  s ay ing,

'Look ,  a p eop le  has  c om e ou t  o f  Egyp t ,  and  they
c ov er  the  f ac e  o f  the  ear th .  Com e now , c u rse  them
f or  m e;  p erhap s  I  shal l  be  abl e  t o  ov erp ow er  them
and  dr i v e  them  ou t . '"

And  God  said  t o  Bal aam , "You  shal l  no t  go  w i th  them ;
you  shal l  no t  c u rse  the  p eop le ,  f or  they  are  bl es sed ."

Though the important men from King Balak were offering to pay
Balaam to curse Israel, God intercepted and warned Balaam not to
curse His people “for they are blessed.”  We, as Christians, are
chosen by God and blessed by Him.  We experience His protection.
God always protects His children.

So Balaam refused the money the first time, but the men returned
to ask Balaam again.  Although Balaam knew he was not to curse
Israel, his greed for the money prompted him to ask God again.

N UM BERS  22:20-27
And  God  c am e to  Bal aam  at  n i gh t  and  said  t o  h im , " I f
the  m en  c om e to  c al l  you ,  r i s e  and  go  w i th  them ; bu t
on ly  the  w ord  w h i c h  I  sp eak  t o  you ;  that  you  shal l
do ."



S o  Bal aam  rose  in  the  m orn ing,  s add led  h i s  donkey ,
and  w en t  w i th  the  p r inc es  o f  M oab.   Then  God 's
anger  w as  arou sed  bec au se  he  w en t ,  and  the  Ange l  o f
the  LORD  took  Hi s  s t and  in  the  w ay  as  an  adv ersary
again s t  h im . And  he  w as  r id ing on  h i s  donkey ,  and
h i s  tw o  serv an t s  w ere  w i th  h im .  N ow  the  donkey  saw
the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  s t and ing in  the  w ay  w i th  Hi s
d raw n  sw ord  in  Hi s  hand ,  and  the  donkey  tu rned
as ide  ou t  o f  the  w ay  and  w en t  in to  the  f i e ld .  S o
Bal aam  s t ru c k  the  donkey  t o  tu rn  her  bac k  on to  the
road .  

Then  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  s tood  in  a narrow  p ath
betw een  the  v ineyards ,  w i th  a w al l  on  th i s  s ide  and  a
w al l  on  that  s ide .

And  w hen  the  donkey  saw  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD , she
p u shed  herse l f  again s t  the  w al l  and  c ru shed  Bal aam 's
f oot  again s t  the  w al l ;  s o  he  s t ru c k  her  again .  

Then  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  w ent  f u r ther ,  and  s tood
in  a narrow  p lac e  w here  there  w as  no  w ay  t o  tu rn
e i ther  t o  the  r i gh t  hand  or  t o  the  l e f t .

And  w hen  the  donkey  saw  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD , she
l ay  dow n  u nder  Bal aam ; so  Bal aam 's  anger  w as
arou sed ,  and  he  s t ru c k  the  donkey  w i th  h i s  s t af f .

God allowed Balaam to leave with the condition that He could only
speak what God told him.  Balaams’s heart, filled with greed,
aroused God to anger.  So the Angel of the Lord stood in the way of
the donkey.



The donkey saw the Angel and tried to stop, but Balaam beat her to
make her continue.  The Angel of the Lord would not let him by.
Balaam, intent on his pursuit, became angry and beat the donkey.

Balaam’s lust (strong desire) for money had blinded him and
caused him to desire his will above God’s will.  The Bible says the
love of money is the root of all evil.  May we never desire
possessions above godliness.  If possessions are first in our heart,
we like Balaam will find ourselves stubbornly opposed to God’s
will.  In 1 Timothy 6:10 we read, “For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in
their greediness and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.”  

How Much Is It?
Create an “old general store” by taping some items on the wall or
dry erase board that will be the “for sale” items.  Be sure to include
a chair.  Cut some pictures out of magazines of nice things that the
kids in your class would be interested in (really interested in, like
the latest toys, bikes or maybe a pony).  

In class choose a volunteer to be the storekeeper, give him an
apron, feather duster and a “cash box.”  The rest of the class may
watch and listen.  Tell the storekeeper that he may sell any of the
items in his store except the chair.  It is grandma’s favorite chair
when she comes to visit and she asked that family to never sell it.
The teacher is the customer who asks how much the individual
items are, and then the teacher asks how much the chair is.

The storekeeper will then say “not for sale!!”  Then you should try
to entice the storekeeper by saying “not even if I give you this nice
new toy?” “or this?” (Show another picture).  Then point out the
compromise of Balaam who wanted to do right but loved riches
more than he loved God.



N UM BERS  22:28-31
Then  the  LORD  op ened  the  m ou th  o f  the  donkey ,  and
she  said  t o  Bal aam , "What  hav e  I  done  t o  you ,  that
you  hav e  s t ru c k  m e these  th ree  t im es ?"  

And  Bal aam  said  t o  the  donkey ,  "Bec au se  you  hav e
abu sed  m e.  I  w i sh  there  w ere  a sw ord  in  m y hand ,  f or
now  I  w ou ld  k i l l  you !"

S o  the  donkey  said  t o  Bal aam , "Am  I  not  you r  donkey
on  w h i c h  you  hav e  r idden ,  ev er  s inc e  I  bec am e
you rs ,  t o  th i s  day? Was  I  ev er  d i sp osed  t o  do  th i s  t o
you ?"  And  he  said ,  "N o ."

Then  the  LORD  op ened  Bal aam 's  eyes ,  and  he  saw  the
Ange l  o f  the  LORD  s t and ing in  the  w ay  w i th  Hi s
d raw n  sw ord  in  Hi s  hand ;  and  he  bow ed  h i s  head  and
f e l l  f l at  on  h i s  f ac e .

So God made the donkey talk!  Notice, God will use any means in
order to get a person’s attention and to protect his people, even a
talking donkey.  Balaam was so focused and intent on getting his
money that he did not see the Angel of the Lord, nor did he take
note that his donkey had talked.  

Have you ever had a time when God told you not to do something,
but you still do it any way?  What are some ways that God had to
get your attention (teachers, you can share a time in your life when
this happened if you like)?  God would rather us just listen and
obey than force Him to resort to extreme means to get our
attention.

The Angel of the Lord warned Balaam not to speak anything other
than what God had told him.  So Balaam continued on and met
Balak.  Balak then took Balaam to a place of pagan worship where
he intended Balaam to curse Israel.



N UM BERS  23:1-11
Then  Bal aam  said  t o  Bal ak ,  "Bu i ld  s ev en  al t ar s  f or  m e
here ,  and  p rep are  f or  m e here  s ev en  bu l l s  and  sev en
ram s ."  

And  Bal ak  d id  j u s t  as  Bal aam  had  sp oken ,  and  Bal ak
and  Bal aam  o f f ered  a bu l l  and  a ram  on  eac h  al t ar .

Then  Bal aam  said  t o  Bal ak ,  "S t and  by  you r  bu rn t
o f f er ing,  and  I  w i l l  go ;  p erhap s  the  LORD  w i l l  c om e
to  m eet  m e ,  and  w hatev er  He  show s  m e I  w i l l  t e l l
you ."  S o  he  w en t  t o  a deso l at e  he i gh t .

And  God  m et  Bal aam , and  he  said  t o  Him , " I  hav e
p rep ared  the  s ev en  al t ar s ,  and  I  hav e  o f f ered  on  eac h
al t ar  a bu l l  and  a ram ."  

Then  the  LORD  p u t  a w ord  in  Bal aam 's  m ou th ,  and
said ,  "Retu rn  t o  Bal ak ,  and  thu s  you  shal l  sp eak ."   S o
he  re tu rned  to  h im , and  there  he  w as ,  s t and ing by
h i s  bu rn t  o f f er ing,  he  and  al l  t he  p r inc es  o f  M oab.

And  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e  and  said :  "Bal ak  the  k ing
of  M oab has  brou gh t  m e f rom  Aram , From  the
m ou ntain s  o f  the  eas t .  'Com e,  c u rse  J ac ob f or  m e ,
And  c om e,  denou nc e  I s rae l !'

"How  shal l  I  c u rse  w hom  God  has  not  c u rsed ? And
how  shal l  I  d enou nc e  w hom  the  LORD  has  not
denou nc ed?

For  f rom  the  t op  o f  the  roc k s  I  s ee  h im , And  f rom  the
h i l l s  I  beho ld  h im ; There ! A p eop le  dw el l ing alone ,
N ot  rec kon ing i t s e l f  am ong the  nat i ons .



"Who c an  c ou nt  the  du s t  o f  J ac ob,  Or  nu m ber  one-
f ou r th  o f  I s rae l ? Le t  m e d i e  the  death  o f  the
r i gh t eou s ,  And  l e t  m y end  be  l i k e  h i s !"

Then  Bal ak  said  t o  Bal aam , "What  hav e  you  done  t o
m e? I  t ook  you  to  c u rse  m y enem ies ,  and  l ook ,  you
hav e  bl es sed  them  bou nt i f u l l y !"

Balaam offered sacrifices and sought the Lord.   God told Balaam
what to say.  God declared, through Balaam, that you cannot curse
someone that God has not cursed.  Of course, Balak was upset that
Israel had been blessed.  His plan had backfired. God always
protects His children.

N UM BERS  23:16-25
Then  the  LORD  m et  Bal aam , and  p u t  a w ord  in  h i s
m ou th ,  and  said ,  "Go  bac k  t o  Bal ak ,  and  thu s  you
shal l  sp eak ."  

S o  he  c am e to  h im , and  there  he  w as ,  s t and ing by  h i s
bu rn t  o f f er ing,  and  the  p r inc es  o f  M oab w ere  w i th
h im . And  Bal ak  said  t o  h im , "What  has  the  LORD
sp oken?"

Then  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e  and  said :  "R i s e  u p ,  Bal ak ,
and  hear !  L i s t en  t o  m e ,  son  o f  Z ip p or !  

"God  i s  not  a m an ,  that  He  shou ld  l i e ,  N or  a son  o f
m an ,  that  He  shou ld  rep en t .  Has  He  said ,  and  w i l l  He
not  do? Or  has  He  sp oken ,  and  w i l l  He  not  m ake  i t
good?



"Beho ld ,  I  hav e  rec e iv ed  a c om m and  to  bl es s ;  He  has
bl es sed ,  and  I  c annot  rev erse  i t .

"He  has  not  observ ed  in iqu i t y  in  J ac ob,  N or  has  He
seen  w i c kednes s  in  I s rae l .  The  LORD  h i s  God  i s  w i th
h im , And  the  shou t  o f  a King i s  am ong them .  

"God  br ings  them  ou t  o f  Egyp t ;  He  has  s t rength  l i k e  a
w i ld  ox .

"For  there  i s  no  sorc ery  again s t  J ac ob,  N or  any
d iv inat i on  again s t  I s rae l .  I t  now  m u s t  be  said  o f
J ac ob And  o f  I s rae l ,  'Oh ,  w hat  God  has  done !'  

"Look ,  a p eop le  r i s es  l i k e  a l i ones s ,  And  l i f t s  i t s e l f
u p  l i ke  a l i on ;  I t  shal l  no t  l i e  dow n  u n t i l  i t  dev ou rs
the  p rey ,  And  d r inks  the  blood  o f  the  s l ain ."

Then  Bal ak  said  t o  Bal aam , "N e i ther  c u rse  them  at
al l ,  nor  bl es s  them  at  al l !"

Balaam spoke for the Lord again.  This time God declared that
unlike man, God cannot lie, because He is perfect and righteous.
God does not change, nor does His Word.  God had blessed Israel;
they were His special chosen people; He saw no iniquity in them.
God would not allow any curse against them nor any kind of
sorcery.  God always protects His children.

Is it not comforting to know that our Heavenly Father is always
watching out for us?  We can trust Him to take great care of us.
Because of our faith in Jesus Christ, God does not see iniquity in us.



Then Balaam said, “It now must be said of Jacob and of Israel; ‘Oh,
what God has done!’”  God had done great things for Israel.  He
made them numerous and strong, brought them out from slavery
in Egypt to a new fruitful land, and gave them the promise of the
Messiah.

Each of us, as we reflect on our lives, can say, “Oh, what God has
done.”  God has forgiven our sins through faith in Jesus Christ,
given us the hope of heaven, blessed us, protected us, and
promised to provide for us.  Everyday, with a thankful heart, we
can proclaim,“Oh what God has done!”

N UM BERS  24:1-11
N ow  w hen  Bal aam  saw  that  i t  p l eased  the  LORD  to
bl es s  I s rae l ,  he  d id  not  go  as  at  o ther  t im es ,  t o  s eek
to  u se  sorc ery ,  bu t  he  s e t  h i s  f ac e  t ow ard  the
w i ldernes s .  

And  Bal aam  rai s ed  h i s  eyes ,  and  saw  I s rae l  enc am p ed
ac c ord ing t o  the i r  t r ibes ;  and  the  S p i r i t  o f  God  c am e
u p on  h im .

Then  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e  and  said :  "The  u t t eranc e
of  Bal aam  the  son  o f  Beor ,

"The  u t t eranc e  o f  the  m an  w hose  eyes  are  op ened ,
The  u t t eranc e  o f  h im  w ho  hears  the  w ords  o f  God ,
Who sees  the  v i s i on  o f  the  Alm igh ty ,  Who f al l s  dow n ,
w i th  eyes  w ide  op en :

"How  lov e ly  are  you r  t en t s ,  O J ac ob! You r  dw el l ings ,
O I s rae l !  

"L i ke  v al l eys  that  s t re t c h  ou t ,  L i ke  gardens  by  the
r i v er s ide ,  L i ke  aloes  p l an t ed  by  the  LORD , L i ke
c edars  bes ide  the  w ater s .



"He  shal l  p ou r  w ater  f rom  h i s  bu c ket s ,  And  h i s  s eed
shal l  be  in  m any  w ater s .  "Hi s  k ing shal l  be  h i gher
than  Agag,  And  h i s  k ingdom  shal l  be  exal t ed .

"God  br ings  h im  ou t  o f  Egyp t ;  He  has  s t rength  l i k e  a
w i ld  ox ;  He  shal l  c onsu m e the  nat i ons ,  h i s  enem ies ;
He  shal l  break  the i r  bones  And  p i erc e  them  w i th  h i s
ar row s .  

'He  bow s  dow n , he  l i es  dow n  as  a l i on ;  And  as  a l i on ,
w ho  shal l  rou se  h im ?'  "B l es sed  i s  he  w ho  bl es ses  you ,
And  c u rsed  i s  he  w ho  c u rses  you ."

Then  Bal ak 's  anger  w as  arou sed  again s t  Bal aam , and
he s t ru c k  h i s  hands  t ogether ;  and  Bal ak  said  t o
Bal aam , " I  c al l ed  you  to  c u rse  m y enem ies ,  and  l ook ,
you  hav e  bou nt i f u l l y  bl es sed  them  these  th ree  t im es !  

"N ow  theref ore ,  f l ee  t o  you r  p l ac e .  I  s aid  I  w ou ld
great l y  honor  you ,  bu t  in  f ac t ,  t he  LORD  has  kep t  you
bac k  f rom  honor ."

Balaam went to another place and spoke a third time.  Once again,
God spoke a blessing through him.  Balaam declared God’s favor
upon Israel.  God spoke through Balaam saying that those that
curse Israel will be cursed but those who bless will be blessed.  This
promise remains true today.  We should pray for Israel and their
peace; God loves them and has chosen them as His nation.  God
always protects His children.

Then Balak was angered and sent Balaam home.

N UM BERS  24:14-25
"And  now , indeed ,  I  am  go ing t o  m y p eop le .  Com e,  I
w i l l  adv i s e  you  w hat  th i s  p eop le  w i l l  do  t o  you r
p eop le  in  the  l at t er  days ."  



S o  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e  and  said :  "The  u t t eranc e  o f
Bal aam  the  son  o f  Beor ,  And  the  u t t eranc e  o f  the  m an
w hose  eyes  are  op ened ;

"The  u t t eranc e  o f  h im  w ho  hears  the  w ords  o f  God ,
And  has  the  know ledge  o f  the  M os t  High ,  Who sees
the  v i s i on  o f  the  Alm igh ty ,  Who f al l s  dow n ,  w i th  eyes
w ide  op en :  

" I  s ee  Him , bu t  not  now ; I  beho ld  Him , bu t  not  near ;
A S t ar  shal l  c om e ou t  o f  J ac ob;  A S c ep ter  shal l  r i s e
ou t  o f  I s rae l ,  And  bat t er  the  brow  o f  M oab,  And
des t roy  al l  t he  sons  o f  tu m u l t .

"And  Edom  shal l  be  a p os ses s i on ;  S e i r  al so ,  h i s
enem ies ,  shal l  be  a p os ses s i on ,  Wh i l e  I s rae l  does
v al i an t l y .  

"Ou t  o f  J ac ob One shal l  hav e  dom in ion ,  And  des t roy
the  rem ains  o f  the  c i t y ."

Then  he  l ooked  on  Am alek ,  and  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e
and  said :  "Am alek  w as  f i r s t  am ong the  nat i ons ,  Bu t
shal l  be  l as t  u n t i l  he  p er i shes ."  

Then  he  l ooked  on  the  Ken i t es ,  and  he  t ook  u p  h i s
orac l e  and  said :  "Fi rm  i s  you r  dw el l ing p l ac e ,  And
you r  nes t  i s  s e t  in  the  roc k ;   N ev er the l es s  Kain  shal l
be  bu rned .  How  long u n t i l  As shu r  c arr i es  you  aw ay
c ap t i v e?"

Then  he  t ook  u p  h i s  orac l e  and  said :  "Alas ! Who shal l
l i v e  w hen  God  does  th i s ?  



"Bu t  sh ip s  shal l  c om e f rom  the  c oas t s  o f  Cyp ru s ,  And
they  shal l  af f l i c t  As shu r  and  af f l i c t  Eber ,  And  so
shal l  Am alek ,  u n t i l  he  p er i shes ."

S o  Bal aam  rose  and  dep ar t ed  and  re tu rned  to  h i s
p l ac e ;  Bal ak  al so  w en t  h i s  w ay .

Balaam spoke the words God had put in his mouth, one final time--
this time, about the future of Israel.  Balaam prophesied of the
coming of Jesus to rule; He also spoke of the future of the nations
that Israel had encountered.

What Balak and Balaam intended for evil, God turned around for
the good of His people.  Balaam desired money above all things. He
knew God’s will, yet fought God’s will.  Yet our mighty God used
Him to bless His people rather than curse them.

As Christians, we are God’s children.  God favors us and protects
us, just like the children of Israel.  Nothing will happen in our life
that He does not allow.  When God allows difficulty, we can be sure
it will be used to work God’s good purposes in our life (Romans
8:28).  God always protects His children.

God will never curse His people.  Yet, sadly, the scriptures
(Revelation 2:14) tell us that Balaam, still consumed with greed,
found a way that the Israelites would bring God’s judgment upon
themselves.  Balaam would later counsel Balak to send the young
Moabite women into the camps of Israel and cause them to sin
against the Lord.

“His Truth Shall Be Your Shield and Buckler”
Based on Psalm 91:4, make a small shield by cutting a shield shape
out of cardboard and letting the kids cover with aluminum foil.
Gluing string to the cardboard before covering with foil could
make further decoration.



Remind the children that the Lord will always protect us.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thankfulness to the Lord for His
protection in our lives and commitment to always trust in Him.  If
there are any children who have not yet responded to the Gospel,
give them opportunity.




