
Lesson 038

The First Passover

Exodus 12:1-28



MEMORY VERSE
EPHESIANS 2:13
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been made near by the blood of Christ.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Yeast, flour, sugar, lukewarm water, and two bowls.

Unleavened bread or tortillas, and regular bakery bread.

As many sheets of green, tan, and brown construction paper, and
paper plates as the number of children in your class, scissors, and
glue.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Observe Yeast
Tell your students about yeast, “yeast is leaven”; and in the Bible, it
represents sin in our lives.  Mix a teaspoon of yeast with two
tablespoons of flour, one teaspoon of sugar, and four tablespoons
of lukewarm water.  Also mix the same ingredients without yeast.

Allow your class to observe the leavening process and see what
happens over time when dough is leavened.  You can refer to the
bowls a couple of times through the class time to see their progress
(the bowl with no yeast will not really have any “progress”).

Explain to your class the concept of “leaven” and how a little sin
can lead to a lot of sin.



LESSON TIME!
In today’s lesson, we will look at the first “Passover.”  God would
establish an annual feast or celebration to remember this
important event—the deliverance of His people from Egypt. The
Passover is a beautiful picture of our deliverance in Christ, our
Redeemer.  It is the most mentioned feast in the New Testament.  

As we remember, God was ready to send the last of the ten plagues
upon Egypt.  This plague would cause the death of the first-born in
the land of Egypt.  

We know that all the first-born in the land of Egypt died, and yet
the first-born of Israel were delivered from the Angel of Death.
Why were the Egyptians killed and the Israelites spared?  Here
unfolds a beautiful illustration of justice and mercy meeting
together—an awesome display of the grace of God.  God provides
the way of salvation.

EXOD US  12:1-2
N ow  the  LORD  sp oke  t o  M oses  and  Aaron  in  the  l and
of  Egyp t ,  s ay ing,

“Th i s  m onth  shal l  be  you r  beginn ing o f  m onths ;  i t
shal l  be  the  f i r s t  m onth  o f  the  year  t o  you .”

In verse one; the Lord speaks to Moses and Aaron.  The Lord told
them that there was to be a change in their calendar.  "This month
shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year to you."  They had previously begun their year
from the middle of September, but now they would begin in the
middle of March.  The Passover was such a big event that God had
the Israelites change their calendar.  This day would begin their
year, similar to our New Year’s Day.



EXOD US  12:3-6
"S p eak  t o  al l  t he  c ongregat i on  o f  I s rae l ,  s ay ing:  'On
the  t en th  day  o f  th i s  m onth  ev ery  m an  shal l  t ake  f or
h im se l f  a  l am b, ac c ord ing t o  the  hou se  o f  h i s  f ather ,
a l am b f or  a hou seho ld .  

'And  i f  the  hou seho ld  i s  t oo  sm al l  f or  the  l am b, l e t
h im  and  h i s  ne i ghbor  next  t o  h i s  hou se  t ake  i t
ac c ord ing t o  the  nu m ber  o f  the  p ersons ;  ac c ord ing t o
eac h  m an 's  need  you  shal l  m ake  you r  c ou nt  f or  the
l am b.  

'You r  l am b shal l  be  w i thou t  bl em i sh ,  a m ale  o f  the
f i r s t  year .  You  m ay  t ake  i t  f rom  the  sheep  or  f rom
the  goat s .  

'N ow  you  shal l  k eep  i t  u n t i l  t he  f ou r t een th  day  o f
the  sam e m onth .  Then  the  w ho le  as sem bly  o f  the
c ongregat i on  o f  I s rae l  shal l  k i l l  i t  at  tw i l i gh t . '"

On the tenth day of the month, each Israelite family was to select a
lamb; but, if the family was small and not able to eat an entire
lamb, they could share the meal with another family.  The lamb
was to be a male of the first year, not too old, and not too young.
They were to keep the lamb for four days, to make sure it had
nothing wrong with it.

We see here a type or a picture of Jesus Christ.  As the Passover
lamb was singled out from the flock and observed for four days
prior to its death, so Jesus, the Lamb of God which takes away the
sin of the world (John 1:19), was observed during His public
ministry for 3 1/2 years and was found to be without spot or
blemish.   Jesus died on the cross when he was not too young and
not too old, but in the fullness of His prime age (about 33 years
old).



As the Passover lamb had been appointed for death before it was
actually slain, so Jesus was appointed for death before He was slain.
In Revelation 13:8, Jesus is referred to as “the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.”  Remember that nothing except a perfect
sacrifice would satisfy God’s requirements, for He Himself is
perfect.  In 1 Peter 1:18,19 we read, “knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.”

On the fourteenth day of the month, the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel was to kill their lamb in the evening.  A lamb
was to be slain by each family in the entire congregation.  God
provides the way of salvation.

EXOD US  12:7
" 'And  they  shal l  t ake  som e o f  the  blood  and  p u t  i t  on
the  tw o  doorp os t s  and  on  the  l in t e l  o f  the  hou ses
w here  they  eat  i t . '  "

EXOD US  12:13
" 'N ow  the  blood  shal l  be  a s i gn  f or  you  on  the  hou ses
w here  you  are .  And  w hen  I  s ee  the  blood ,  I  w i l l  p as s
ov er  you ;  and  the  p l agu e  shal l  no t  be  on  you  to
des t roy  you  w hen  I  s t r i ke  the  l and  o f  Egyp t .  '"

EXOD US  12:22-23
"And  you  shal l  t ake  a bu nc h  o f  hys sop ,  d ip  i t  i n  the
blood  that  i s  i n  the  bas in ,  and  s t r i ke  the  l in t e l  and
the  tw o  doorp os t s  w i th  the  blood  that  i s  i n  the  bas in .
And  none  o f  you  shal l  go  ou t  o f  the  door  o f  h i s  hou se
u nt i l  m orn ing.  



"For  the  LORD  w i l l  p as s  th rou gh  to  s t r i ke  the
Egyp t i ans ;  and  w hen  He  s ees  the  blood  on  the  l in t e l
and  on  the  tw o  doorp os t s ,  the  LORD  w i l l  p as s  ov er
the  door  and  not  al l ow  the  des t royer  t o  c om e in to
you r  hou ses  t o  s t r i ke  you ."

After the lamb was slain, each family was to take a bunch of hyssop
(a branch from a type of bush) and dip it in the blood in the basin;
then, they were to strike the lintel and two side posts, and no one
was to go out of the door of his house until the morning.

The hyssop was a shrub that was widely used in Israel's rites of
purification.  The door of the house was to have the blood on the
lintel or the cross-piece of the door (the overhead part) and on the
side posts.  What a beautiful picture of Christ on the cross--blood
above, where the thorns pierced His brow and blood at the side,
from His nail pierced hands.

Why did this innocent lamb have to be killed?  All people were
guilty of sin.  God was going to pass judgment on the land of Egypt
that night and death would come to the guilty unless an innocent
substitute was offered.  The Israelites were to put the blood upon
the doorposts and lintel of their houses that night.  For without the
blood of the perfect lamb applied to the outside of the door, the
Angel of Death would enter and the first-born of every house
would be slain.

When the Destroyer saw the blood upon the houses of the
Israelites, he passed by, or passed over the house.  Why?  Because
death had already done its work there.  The innocent had died in
place of the guilty, and justice was satisfied.  No matter what type
of house, as long as the blood was applied, it was spared from His
judgment.  God provides the way of salvation.



So it is with us who believe in Jesus--regardless of our background,
we are forgiven, spared from judgment, because we have applied
the blood of Christ to our hearts.  The Bible says by faith, Moses
sprinkled the blood upon the doorposts (Hebrews 11:28).  So by
faith, we rely on God’s promise and provision in Jesus for
salvation.

EXOD US  12:8-10
" 'Then  they  shal l  eat  the  f l esh  on  that  n i gh t ;  roas t ed
in  f i re ,  w i th  u n l eav ened  bread  and  w i th  bi t t er  herbs
they  shal l  eat  i t .  

'D o  not  eat  i t  raw ,  nor  bo i l ed  at  al l  w i th  w ater ,  bu t
roas t ed  in  f i re -- i t s  head  w i th  i t s  l egs  and  i t s  en t rai l s .  

'You  shal l  l e t  none  o f  i t  r em ain  u n t i l  m orn ing,  and
w hat  rem ains  o f  i t  u n t i l  m orn ing you  shal l  bu rn  w i th
f i re .  ' "

Here we see specific directions for the preparation of the lamb.  It
was to be "roasted with fire, even its head along with its thighs and
entrails."  It was to be undivided or whole so that neither head nor
thighs were cut off and not a bone was broken.  It was to be roasted,
in order that it might be placed upon the table undivided and
unchanged.  Again, we see the picture of Christ the lamb whose
bones were not broken.  John 19:36 refers to the prophecy of the
Messiah in Psalm 34:20; none of His bones were broken.

They were to eat it with pure loaves, not fermented with leaven.
Leaven causes the dough to ferment.  It is symbolic of sin and
moral corruption and thus is always excluded from the sacrifices
as defiling.



Unleavened Bread
Bring unleavened bread or tortillas for tasting.  Also, bring some
conventional bread so your students can compare.  Let them touch
and smell the differences.

They were also to eat bitter herbs with the meal.  The bitter herbs
were a remembrance of the bitterness of life experienced by Israel
in Egypt and the bitterness was to be overpowered by the sweet
flesh of the lamb.  The sweetness of our Lord Jesus overpowers the
bitterness of the world in our lives.  

The lamb was to be completely eaten wherever this was possible;
but if any of the lamb was left, it was to be burned with fire.  It was
to be eaten the same night it was slain.  

The sacrifice was to be completed in one night.  So was the work of
Christ:  Jesus said from the cross, "It is finished."  Hebrews 10:10
states, “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  His work is not a progressive
atonement for our sins, but a completed one--once and for all.
God provides the way of salvation.

EXOD US  12:11
" 'And  thu s  you  shal l  eat  i t :  w i th  a be l t  on  you r  w ai s t ,
you r  sandal s  on  you r  f ee t ,  and  you r  s t af f  i n  you r
hand .  S o  you  shal l  eat  i t  i n  has t e .  I t  i s  the  Lord 's
Pas sov er . '"

The Israelites were to eat the meal ready for travel.  They were to
have their "loins girded" that they might not be hindered in their
walking because of their long robe and have "shoes on their feet,"
that they might be ready to walk on hard, rough roads, instead of
barefooted.  They were also to have "staff in hand," the staff was a
sign of pilgrimage.



They were to eat in haste; for at any moment, they may be called to
go out of the land of bondage.  So must we be ever ready to hear
the Lord's call for us.  In Ephesians 6:14-17, we read that we are to
be "girded about with truth...and have our feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace...to take the shield of faith and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."  God equips us
for our pilgrimage.   

It is important to note the truth of verse 11, "It is the Lord's
Passover."  It was appointed by Him and to be kept for Him.  The
slain lamb was a substitute for the people so that the children of
Israel might live.  How it must have been a joy to Him that His
people would be spared.  Jesus was our substitute on the cross so
that the Father could rejoice that His children would be spared His
judgment upon sin.

EXOD US  12:12-13
" 'For  I  w i l l  p as s  th rou gh  the  l and  o f  Egyp t  on  that
n igh t ,  and  w i l l  s t r i ke  al l  t he  f i r s tborn  in  the  l and  o f
Egyp t ,  bo th  m an  and  beas t ;  and  again s t  al l  t he  gods
of  Egyp t  I  w i l l  exec u te  j u dgm ent :  I  am  the  LORD .  

'N ow  the  blood  shal l  be  a s i gn  f or  you  on  the  hou ses
w here  you  are .  And  w hen  I  s ee  the  blood ,  I  w i l l  p as s
ov er  you ;  and  the  p l agu e  shal l  no t  be  on  you  to
des t roy  you  w hen  I  s t r i ke  the  l and  o f  Egyp t .  '"

Here, God explains the Passover.  In that night, God would pass
through Egypt and smite all the first-born of man and beast,
execute judgment upon all the gods of Egypt, and "passover" all the
Israelites.  For the Israelites, the blood upon the houses in which
they were assembled would be a sign and pledge that the Lord
would spare them and no plague should fall upon them to destroy
them.



EXOD US  12:14
" 'S o  th i s  day  shal l  be  t o  you  a m em or ial ;  and  you
shal l  k eep  i t  as  a f eas t  t o  the  LORD  throu ghou t  you r
generat i ons .  You  shal l  k eep  i t  as  a f eas t  by  an
ev er l as t ing ord inanc e .  '"

“Passover Day” was to be kept as a memorial—“a feast to the Lord"
consecrated for all time as an "eternal ordinance" for all ages.  God
set this up as an annual feast so that the Israelites would always
remember His faithfulness.  It is important that we remember
times that God has been faithful in our lives.  Recalling God’s past
faithfulness gives us courage and faith for our present difficult
situations and hope and comfort that God will sustain us in the
future.  We need to regularly remember God’s faithfulness in our
lives and thank Him for who He is and what He has done.  

The Passover was also a celebration of their birth in the new life of
fellowship with the Lord.  Being delivered from the destroyer was
the beginning of their redemption from the bondage of Egypt and
becoming the nation that God had called to be His special treasure.
God’s work was only beginning for the Israelites as our life.  So, our
life begins once we are saved; God will unfold His wonderful plan
for our life.  God provides the way of salvation.

EXOD US  12:15-20
" 'S ev en  days  you  shal l  eat  u n l eav ened  bread .  On  the
f i r s t  day  you  shal l  r em ov e  l eav en  f rom  you r  hou ses .
For  w hoev er  eat s  l eav ened  bread  f rom  the  f i r s t  day
u nt i l  t he  s ev en th  day ,  that  p erson  shal l  be  c u t  o f f
f rom  I s rae l .  

'On  the  f i r s t  day  there  shal l  be  a ho ly  c onv oc at i on ,
and  on  the  s ev en th  day  there  shal l  be  a ho ly
c onv oc at i on  f or  you .  N o  m anner  o f  w ork  shal l  be
done on  them ; bu t  that  w h i c h  ev eryone  m u s t  eat - -
that  on ly  m ay  be  p rep ared  by  you .  



'S o  you  shal l  observ e  the  Feas t  o f  Un leav ened  Bread ,
f or  on  th i s  s am e day  I  w i l l  hav e  brou gh t  you r  arm ies
ou t  o f  the  l and  o f  Egyp t .  Theref ore  you  shal l  observ e
th i s  day  th rou ghou t  you r  generat i ons  as  an
ev er l as t ing ord inanc e .  

' In  the  f i r s t  m onth ,  on  the  f ou r t een th  day  o f  the
m onth  at  ev en ing,  you  shal l  eat  u n l eav ened  bread ,
u n t i l  t he  tw en ty -f i r s t  day  o f  the  m onth  at  ev en ing.  

'For  s ev en  days  no  l eav en  shal l  be  f ou nd  in  you r
hou ses ,  s inc e  w hoev er  eat s  w hat  i s  l eav ened ,  that
sam e p erson  shal l  be  c u t  o f f  f rom  the  c ongregat i on
of  I s rae l ,  w hether  he  i s  a  s t ranger  or  a nat i v e  o f  the
l and .  

'You  shal l  eat  noth ing l eav ened ;  in  al l  you r
habi t at i ons  you  shal l  eat  u n l eav ened  bread . '  "

God now gave instructions for the Feast of Unleavened Bread as a
national celebration of Israel's redemption from Egypt.  The
Passover and Unleavened Bread feasts were so closely connected
that the two were often considered as one.  For seven days, they
were to eat unleavened bread.  The homes were to be cleansed from
any leaven or yeast, which is a type of sin.

The unleavened loaves were symbolic of the new life, as cleansed
from the leaven of a sinful nature.  Anyone who did eat leavened
bread at the feast would renounce his new life and was therefore to
be cut off from Israel.  

On the first and seventh day, a holy meeting was to be held and all
work was to be stopped, except what was necessary for the
preparation of the food.  The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread were to be a lasting ordinance to benefit all generations--an
ordinance to be obeyed and a ceremony to be observed.



EXOD US  12:21-28
Then  M oses  c al l ed  f or  al l  t he  e lders  o f  I s rae l  and
said  t o  them , "Pi c k  ou t  and  t ake  l am bs  f or  you rse l v es
ac c ord ing t o  you r  f am i l i es ,  and  k i l l  t he  Pas sov er
l am b.  

"And  you  shal l  t ake  a bu nc h  o f  hys sop ,  d ip  i t  i n  the
blood  that  i s  i n  the  bas in ,  and  s t r i ke  the  l in t e l  and
the  tw o  doorp os t s  w i th  the  blood  that  i s  i n  the  bas in .
And  none  o f  you  shal l  go  ou t  o f  the  door  o f  h i s  hou se
u nt i l  m orn ing.  

"For  the  LORD  w i l l  p as s  th rou gh  to  s t r i ke  the
Egyp t i ans ;  and  w hen  He  s ees  the  blood  on  the  l in t e l
and  on  the  tw o  doorp os t s ,  the  LORD  w i l l  p as s  ov er
the  door  and  not  al l ow  the  des t royer  t o  c om e in to
you r  hou ses  t o  s t r i ke  you .  

"And  you  shal l  observ e  th i s  th ing as  an  ord inanc e  f or
you  and  you r  sons  f orev er .  

" I t  w i l l  c om e to  p as s  w hen  you  c om e to  the  l and
w h ic h  the  LORD  w i l l  gi v e  you ,  j u s t  as  He  p rom i sed ,
that  you  shal l  k eep  th i s  s erv i c e .  

"And  i t  shal l  be ,  w hen  you r  c h i ld ren  say  t o  you ,
'What  do  you  m ean  by  th i s  s erv i c e?'

" that  you  shal l  s ay ,  ' I t  i s  the  Pas sov er  s ac r i f i c e  o f  the
LORD , w ho  p as sed  ov er  the  hou ses  o f  the  c h i ld ren  o f
I s rae l  in  Egyp t  w hen  He  s t ru c k  the  Egyp t i ans  and
del i v ered  ou r  hou seho ld s . '"   S o  the  p eop le  bow ed
the i r  heads  and  w orsh ip ed .



Then  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  w en t  aw ay  and  d id  so ;
j u s t  as  the  LORD  had  c om m anded  M oses  and  Aaron ,
so  they  d id .

Moses then gave the elders instructions for the Passover like those
that the Lord gave Moses in verses 3-11.  In verse 26, when the
children ask, "What is this all about?" the answer given was to be,
"It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover." The children were to be
reminded that the price of their release from bondage required the
death of an innocent lamb and that the blood had to be applied to
the doorposts for them to be spared the judgment of God's wrath.  

After hearing God’s instructions, the people, represented by their
elders, bowed and worshipped; not only to show their faith, but
also to show their gratitude for the deliverance which they were to
receive in the Passover.  God provides the way of salvation.

Paper Passover
Cut out shapes from colored construction paper representing the
foods from the Passover.  Use green construction paper to cut out
bitter herbs, tan to cut out unleavened bread, and brown to cut out
the lamb.  Glue all the colors on a paper plate so each student can
have a Passover meal.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s provision.
If there are any children who have not yet responded to the Gospel,
give them opportunity.  




